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Abstract

In the United States, and in Arkansas specifically, unintended and unplanned pregnancies
are a significant public health problem. Induced abortion is a potential outcome of any
pregnancy, especially unintended pregnancy. Approximately 43% of unintended pregnancies
will be terminated via self-induced abortion (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention [CDC],
2013). However, abortion remains a salient, but contentious, public health issue in the United
States. State and federal governments continue to pass legislation restricting access to safe, legal
abortion suggesting that public opinion supports more restrictive policies. Research examining
abortion attitudes typically utilize dichotomous, Prochoice versus Prolife, outcomes. Research
assessing the extent to which people’s opinions regarding abortion access are more complex,
(i.e., people’s opinions deviate from strictly prochoice/prolife stances, with more nuanced
attitudes towards access to abortion) is lacking. The current study explored the complexity in
people’s opinions regarding access to safe, legal abortion. Specifically, this study aimed to
understand if people have specific circumstances in which they think women should/should not
have access to safe, legal abortion. These findings suggest that people’s opinions are more
complex than simple dichotomous labels allow for.

Introduction
Unplanned or unintended pregnancy is a salient public health issue in the United States
and in Arkansas specifically. Nearly half of all pregnancies among American women are
unintended and approximately 43% of these pregnancies will end in self-induced abortion
(Centers for Disease Control and Prevention [CDC], 2013). Approximately one in three women
will have an elected abortion during their lifetime. As such, abortion is quite common in the
United States, though it remains controversial. Legislation and public policy surrounding
abortion have been in constant flux with general shifts towards more restrictive access to
abortion in recent legislation and public policy (Guttmacher Institute, 2013). In order to best
understand how to create policy around abortion, it is important to understand people’s true
opinions regarding this issue. Previous research suggests that people’s opinions regarding access
to safe, legal abortion are increasingly complex given certain contextual factors (Jozkowski &
Crawford, 2013; 2014). However, this research is not well fleshed out. The current study aimed
to better understand specific circumstances that may result in complexity in people’s opinions
regarding access to safe, legal abortion.
Summary of Literature
In 1973, the Supreme Court case, Roe V. Wade, resulted in the legalization of abortion
providing women access to safe, legal abortions. Access to abortion services remains one of the
most controversial public health/social issues, still heavily debated today. Debates about
women’s access to legal abortion brings to question “moral theology, human life, gender roles,
and sexual morality” (Jelen & Wilcox, 2003). Interestingly, since the landmark case of Roe V.
Wade, the majority of people’s opinions regarding abortion have remained relatively stable. Just
three months after passing Roe V. Wade, researchers presented people with two statements and

asked the extent to which they endorsed the statements. The first statement read: “It's against
God's will to destroy any human life, especially that of an unborn baby” (Ladd & Bowmen,
1999). They found that 28% agreed with the statement and 63% disagreed. The second statement
read: “So long as a doctor has to be consulted, the matter of an abortion is only a question of a
woman's decision with her doctor's professional advice.” Interestingly, 63% agreed with this
statement and 28% did not agree. In more recent years, NBC news and The Wall Street Journal
asked people about their views on abortion. They received consistent results from 1990 and
1998, with about 55%-60% saying the choice to obtain an abortion should be between a woman
and her doctor, about 26%-36% saying abortion should be legal only in cases of rape, incest, or
when the mother’s life is at risk, and about 8%-12% saying abortion should be legal in all
circumstances (Ladd & Bowmen, 1999).
Abortion has been conceptualized in a dichotomous manner; researchers and public
opinion polls have asked me to identify as either pro-choice (i.e., generally in favor of allowing
women to have access to safe, legal abortion) or pro-life (i.e., generally not in favor of allowing
women to have access to safe, legal abortion). For example, the Gallup poll asked people where
they stand in their opinion on abortion; 48% to 56% of people identified as pro-choice and 34%
to 45% considered themselves pro-life (Ladd & Bowmen, 1999). Results another public opinion
survey (Louis and Harris Associates survey, 1998) found that 53% of participants supported a
pro-choice identification whereas 40% tended to support a pro-life identification (Ladd &
Bowmen, 1999). According to the 2004 FOX news poll 44% of Americans identified as prochoice and 47% of Americans identified as pro-life. These findings and others (Hess & Rueb,
2005) suggest that Americans seem to be somewhat split in terms of their abortion identification.

People’s opinions regarding abortion have also been largely influenced by the division of
political parties. According to Jelen (2003), the issue of abortion has swayed voting behavior at
all levels of government in which the party coalitions became divided in the 1980’s. Today, the
Republicans are often characterized as the pro-life party while Democrats are often characterized
as the pro-choice party. However, this was not always the case, from 1972 until 1980
Republicans and Democrats showed no significant differences in their political perspectives
regarding abortion (Carmines & Woods, 2002). The current division of political parties influence
people’s opinions regarding abortion. According to Carmines and Woods (2002), during the
1990’s citizens began to associate ideals regarding abortion with party voting in Presidential,
Senate, House and gubernatorial elections.
In order to better understand patterns of people’s attitudes on abortion, previous research
has focused on demographic correlations associated with identification as pro-choice and prolife. This includes research on gender, race/ethnicity, political views and religion. Some of this
previous research is summarized below:
Gender
Research indicates that men and women differ in their opinions on access to safe, legal
abortion. Craig and O’Brien (1993) found that men were slightly more pro-choice than women.
In another study comparing women’s and men’s abortion opinions, 37% of women compared to
31% of men said that abortion should be legal in all cases (Ladd & Bowmen, 1999). Similarly,
Finlay (1996) found that men tended to have more conservative and traditional attitudes on
abortion than women. Finlay also found that the men were more accepting of abortion only under
“crucial” circumstances (e.g., danger to the women’s life or rape) but would reject all other
reasons even if the women wanted to have an abortion (Finlay, 1996). Alternatively, another

study found that men, specifically single men, were found to support abortion rights slightly
more than their female counterparts (Hertel & Russell, 1999). Interestingly though, Hertel and
Russell (1999) also found that married women were more pro-choice than married men.
Race/Ethnicity
Previous research shows differences in opinions on abortion and obtaining abortions
based on race/ethnicity. Between 1989 and 1993 African American/Black individuals were more
supportive of legal abortion than Caucasian/Whites (Jelen & Wilcox, 2003). Henshaw and Kost
(1996) conducted a study examining the patterns of race/ethnicity of women who obtained
abortions. They found that Hispanic women had a much higher abortion rate than non- Hispanic
white women (Henshaw & Kost, 1996). However, African-American/Black women were even
more likely to obtain abortions compared to Hispanic women (Henshaw & Kost, 1996). Another
study conducted on race differences and abortion attitudes found that African American/Black
individuals were becoming more supportive over time whereas White individuals were
demonstrating less supportive attitudes towards abortion over time (Wilcox, 1990). Hall (1986)
also found that African American/Black individuals and White individuals’ attitudes towards
abortion were consistent with their views on other women’s rights.
Political Views
Political views are known to have a large influence on people’s attitudes regarding access
to legal abortion. According to Ladd and Bowmen (1999) Republicans are currently less
supportive than Democrats of making abortion legal in all cases. CBS news and the New York
Times asked individuals how much a candidate’s position on abortion would influence their vote.
They found that 10% of republicans, 6% of democrats, and 5% independents said that it would

be the most important issue for them (Ladd & Bowmen, 1999). Another study conducted on
abortion attitudes of college students found that more Democrats identified with pro-choice and
more Republicans identified with pro-life (Hess & Rueb, 2005). Hess and Rueb (2005) also
stated that liberals had more pro-choice viewpoints than conservative participants.
Religion
People’s religious views influence their opinions on abortion. A study conducted on
religion and abortion attitudes found that conservative Protestants find motherhood more
important over an education or career so they tend not to support access to safe, legal abortion
(Adamczyx, 2008). Hess and Rueb (2005) found that Catholics and Protestants did not differ in
their views regarding access to abortion. They also found that these two religious groups tended
to endorse the perspective that life begins at conception significantly more than people who did
not identify with a religion and therefore were typically less supportive of access to abortion
(Hess & Rueb, 2005). Ladd and Bowen (1999) found that compared to Catholics and Protestants,
Jewish individuals and people who identify with having no religion are more likely to believe
that abortion should be legal.
Circumstantial/Contextual/Situational Factors
Another way to conceptualize abortion has been to ask individuals whether they think a
woman should have access to safe, legal abortion given certain circumstances. In 1987 a
longitudinal survey was conducted with 1,900 women across the United States. Researchers
found that the most common reasons for women getting an abortion were related to educational,
career and financial aspirations (Finer et al., 2005). The General Social Survey (GSS) is a
national study that is conducted periodically which assesses people’s attitudes to a range of

issues including access to abortion. The GSS identified seven specific scenarios and asked
participants to indicate whether they thought women should have access to safe, legal abortion
under each of those circumstances. These scenarios included: (1) If there is a strong chance of
serious defect in the baby; (2) If she is married and does not want any more children; (3) If the
woman’s own health is seriously endangered by the pregnancy; (4) If the family has a very low
income and cannot afford any more children; (5) If she became pregnant as a result of rape; (6) If
she is not married and does not want to marry the man; and (7) The woman wants it for any
reason (Smith & Son, 2012). According to GSS data, 7.2% of people indicated that women
should not have access to safe, legal abortion under any of the circumstances, 31% stated that
women should have access to safe, legal abortion under all of the circumstance and 61.8%
indicated that women should have access under some circumstances, but not others (Smith &
Son, 2012).
Related to the issue of access to safe, legal abortion is the legality regarding abortion
procedures. Tamney (1992) writes “the debate about legalized abortion is a battleground for
people possessing different values”. Another example of conceptualizing abortion opinions is
shown in a study done by Hess and Rueb (2005) in which participants were given specific
situations where they had to report whether they agree or disagree about legalization of abortion.
Some examples of the scenarios include: (1) Abortion should be legal in cases of rape or incest;
(2) Abortion should be legal if the mother’s life or long-term health is at risk; (3) Abortion
should be legal if the fetus has a birth defect; (4) Abortion should be legal if the parents do not
want the child (Hess & Rueb, 2005). Researchers concluded that most of the participants
reported that abortion should not be legalized if the parents could not afford to have the child, if

they wanted to have an abortion because they were not happy with the sex of the child, if they
just did not want the child, and if the fetus had a physical defect (Hess & Rueb, 2005).
Although abortion is conceptualized as being divided into pro-life vs. pro-choice, this
may not be an accurate representation of people’s opinions. There may be many factors that
influence a woman’s decision to have an abortion, some of which may be related to the
circumstance under which the pregnancy occurred, personal beliefs, environmental factors and
other factors. A study conducted on attitudes towards abortion with college students found that
71% of students reported that abortion should be legal if the woman was raped (Hess & Rueb,
2005). They also found that 67% reported that it should be legal when the mother’s life is at risk
(Hess & Rueb, 2005). Another study found that 10% of people reported abortion should never be
allowed, 44.9% reported it should be allowed if the woman’s life is in danger, 18.9% reported if
the woman is having trouble taking care of the baby, and 26.2% reported it should always be
allowed (Tamney, Johnson, & Burton 1992).
In summary, previous research has presented people with scenarios asking if abortion
should or should not be legal depending on those specific circumstances. Taken together, tehse
findings collectively suggest that people’s opinions regarding abortion vary based on contextual
factors. However, these studies provide individuals with limited scenarios.
Proposed Study
There may be specific circumstances which complication people’s opinions regarding
access to safe, legal abortion. This current study aimed to understand different
factors/circumstances that influence people’s opinions regarding when women should/should not

have access to safe, legal abortion. Secondly, we aimed to understand if there are specific
circumstances people feel most conflicted over in terms of access to safe, legal abortion.
Although this research is somewhat exploratory, we hypothesize that there will be a
myriad of circumstances that influence people’s opinions regarding access to safe, legal abortion.
We also hypothesize that pro-choice and pro-life individuals will differ in their responses, though
both groups will believe that women should have access to safe, legal abortion under certain
circumstances and believe that access should be restricted under other circumstances.
In order to address these research aims, we examined people’s general opinions regarding
circumstances they believe women should/should not have access to safe legal abortion. We also
asked men’s opinions in relation to circumstances would want/accept/support their partner in
obtaining/not obtaining an abortion and women’s opinions in relation to circumstances in which
they would consider an abortion/keeping a pregnancy to term. Additionally, because research has
dichotomized abortion into pro-choice and prolife, we compared responses of individuals with
these specific identifications in terms of their views regarding circumstances surrounding access
to safe, legal abortion. We sampled young adults because they are a relevant but
underrepresented demographic in terms of public health policy related to reproductive health and
are a voting demographic that has received increased attention in terms of mobilization.
Methods
Participant Characteristics
A total of 471 individuals from The University of Arkansas and The University of
Oklahoma participated in the current study. Demographic characteristics can be found in Table
1. A majority of the participants were women (n = 344) and identified as White/Caucasian (n =

376) and heterosexual (n = 451). Because the participants were recruited from state universities
most of the participants’ age ranged from 18-23 with 215 participants between the ages of 18 and
20 and 149 participants between the ages of 21 and 23.The mean age for the participants was
20.52 with range of 38 and SD= 2.5. Also, due to the surveys being distributed at universities,
most of the participants (n = 342) reported having completed some college for education. For
relationship status, 32.7% (n = 166) reported single and not actively dating, with 20.9% (n =
106) reported single and dating, and 35.5% (n = 180) reported in a relationship.
When participants were asked how strongly they identified with a particular religious
affiliation, 34.7% (n = 176) reported very strong, 28.4% (n = 144) reported somewhat strong,
and 18.9% (n = 96) reported neither strong nor weak. For political party affiliation 46.0% (n =
233) were Republican and 20.5% (n = 104) were Democrat.
Procedures
The data for this study were collected online using Qualtrics Survey Software. The
participants were recruited via classroom recruitment, by postings on social networking websites,
email listservs and word of mouth. Participants logged into the study website which took them to
an introductory page providing them with information about the study. If they were interested in
the study they were then directed to an informed consent form in which they were notified that
by completing the survey, they were indicating their consent to participate. The data files were
automatically entered in a digital excel file and converted to SPSS. This study was approved by
the Institutional Review Board at the University of Arkansas.
Measures

The survey consisted of 12 closed-ended questions and 19 open-ended questions. The
closed-ended items included questions asking demographic characteristics such as gender, age,
race/ethnicity, political affiliation, religious affiliation, relationship status, sexual orientation, and
education (see Table 1). As a follow up to the item asking about specific religious affiliation, we
asked participants: “If you identified a religious preference above, how strong is your affiliation
with the above mentioned preference?” Response options included: very strong, somewhat
strong, neither strong nor weak, somewhat weak, and very weak.
The remaining questions addressed participant’s abortion identity and opinions regarding
access to safe, legal abortion. Participants were first asked “How do you identify in terms of
abortion?” in which they selected from the following response choices: pro-choice, pro-life,
some other identification, and I don’t know. They were also asked “Do you believe that women
should have access to safe, legal abortion?” in which they selected from the following response
choices: yes, no, or I don’t know. This question was followed by an open-ended question asking
them to explain why or why not.
Next participants were asked four open-ended questions about their general opinions
regarding access to safe, legal abortion: “Under what circumstances do you believe women
should have access to safe, legal abortion?”, “Under what circumstances do you believe that
women should NOT have access to safe, legal abortion?”, “What are the top three most
acceptable reasons for a woman to seek an abortion?”, “What are the top three most unacceptable
reasons for a woman to seek an abortion?”
Last participants were triaged to additional questions based on their gender. The men
were asked eight open-ended questions about specific feelings/opinions in regard to their partner

having or not having an abortion. These included; “Under what circumstances would you be
supportive of your partner getting an abortion?”, “Under what circumstances would you not be
supportive of your partner getting an abortion?”, “What are the top three reasons you would
consider it to be acceptable for your partner to have an abortion?”, “What are the top three
reasons you would consider it to be unacceptable for your partner to have an abortion?”, “Under
what circumstances would you want your partner to have an abortion?”, “Under what
circumstances would not want your partner to not have an abortion?”, “When deciding whether
or not you think your partner should have an abortion, whose opinion would have the most
influence on you?”, “If you and your partner’s decision about whether or not to have an abortion
differed from those mentioned above, what do you think some of the resulting consequences of
the decision might be?”.
The women were asked six open-ended questions about specific decisions they would
make in regard to having or not having an abortion. These included “Under what circumstances
would you consider having an abortion?”, “Under what circumstances would you consider
keeping a pregnancy to term?”, “What are the top three reasons you would consider having an
abortion?”, “What are the top three reasons you would not consider having an abortion?”, “When
deciding whether or not you to have an abortion, whose opinion would have the most influence
on your decision?”, “If your decision whether or not to have an abortion differed from those
mentioned above, what do you think some of the resulting consequences of your decision might
be?”.
Data for the latter questions regarding whose opinions would matter in influencing the
decision to obtain/not obtain an abortion for both men and women will not be presented in this
thesis.

Data Analysis
Data analysis was conducted using Middlestadt et al’s (1996) salient belief elicitation
procedure. After all the data were collected, a content analysis was conducted to identify
categories of responses for a coding manual which was created as a word document and can be
found in Appendix B; Middlestadt et al’s (1996) specific steps for analysis will be described
below.
Each participant was assigned an ID number. Their ID numbers and the responses that go
with them were recorded into a word document. If the participants had more than one response,
their responses were divided up (e.g., rape, financial reasons, health problems were all listed on
separate lines). Different categories were created for each group of responses that were alike.
The group of responses that were alike were labeled with each category with their corresponding
illustrative items in the coding manual (see Appendix B). Our coding scheme resulted in a
specific hierarchy in which we have general and specific codes. General codes provide a broad
conceptualization under which participants’ responses fell. Specific codes provide more detailed
information about the content of participants’ responses (see Appendix B). Each response was
assigned both a general and specific code during the coding process. The fifth step consisted of
tabulating and coding the responses for each of the participants and then adding the data into
SPSS (version 22).
Participants’ responses to various questions were divided into multiple responses based
on the content of the response. For example, a participant may have written that “rape, life of
mother, and birth defects” were the top three circumstances in which he/she believed women
should have access to safe, legal abortion. Those responses were divided up into three distinct
responses: (1) rape, (2) life of mother, (3) birth defects because of their conceptual differences

and each coded separately for both general and specific codes. Each reason was counted as a
different response from the one participant. Therefore, in regard to the remainder of the results,
we will refer to percent of responses instead of percent of participants.
The final two steps involved the analysis of codes and data in which numeric codes were
assigned to describe the content of the participants’ responses. Four research assistants coded all
responses, assigning both a general and specific code. The coding process mentioned earlier was
done separately by the coders for each question from the survey. A reliability analysis was
conducted to assess for acceptable agreement (> .7) of coding (Perreault & Leigh, 1989). An
average of .89 was found across all items with each individual item being above .7, indicating
acceptable reliability. The last step consisted of comparing the findings across men and women
and people who identified as pro-life and pro-choice.
Results
Full Sample
According to Table 1, 39.3% (n =199) of the full sample identified as pro-choice and
41.0% (n = 208) identified as pro-life. The reminding participants indicated they were unsure
(9.1%, n = 46) or indicated they identified with some other label (3.6%, n = 18) in regard to
abortion identity.
The entire sample received a close ended question asking if they believed women should
have access to safe, legal abortion. Approximately 62.9% of participants said they believed
women should have access to safe, legal abortion whereas 30.0% said they did not think women
should have access. They were then asked to please explain why or why not. Separate codes
were made for participants who answered yes and for those who answered no (see Appendix B).

We examined these responses based on abortion identification. The majority of pro-choice
(81.1% of responses) participants indicated that they believed women should have access to safe,
legal abortion because of reasons associated with the mother/woman. Additionally, 50.0% of the
responses from pro-life identifying individuals stated their reasons for women having access to
safe, legal abortion were also related to the mother/woman. More specifically, 34.2% of
responses from pro-choice identifying individuals believe women should have access because it
is the woman’s choice. Alternatively, 31.7% of responses from pro-life individuals suggested
that women should have access for their own safety.
For participants who answered that they do not believe women should have access,
responses were mostly related to the mother/woman for both pro-choice (100% of responses) and
pro-life (57.1% of responses) individuals. Interestingly, for pro-choice individuals the majority
of these responses were coded as “other” with 75.0% of responses suggesting that there were
diverse answers in response to this question such that we could not come up with a coding
category to accurately represent participants’ responses. However, for pro-life individuals 30.7%
of responses were coded as “murder”, meaning that pro-life individual’s believe women should
not have access to abortion because they consider it as murder.
Participants then received two open-ended questions regarding their general opinions
about women’s access to safe, legal abortion. The most common reasons participants provided
for why women should have access to safe, legal abortion were coded as being associated with
the general code for “mother/woman.” When comparing responses by abortion identification for
the same question, 38.3% of pro-choice and 21.7% of prolife responses were assigned a general
code of “mother/woman.” More specifically, participants identifying as pro-choice (8.8%) most
commonly provided responses related to it being the mother/women’s choice and financial

reasons as their reasons why women should have access to safe, legal abortion whereas the most
common specific code assigned to pro-life individuals was health risks for the mother/woman
with 21.9% of responses.
Findings changed slightly when participants were asked to provide top three most
acceptable reasons for a woman to seek an abortion. Circumstances involving “rape” were
reported as one of the top most acceptable reason for women to seek an abortion with 30.0% of
pro-choice responses being coded as rape and 41.6% of pro-life responses coded as rape.
Additionally, 38.3% of pro-choice responses regarding acceptable circumstances for abortion
access were coded as “mother/woman” whereas the most common response for pro-life
identifying participants were coded as “the situation” (41.5%). These findings indicate that prochoice individuals thought about factors influencing women most saliently when considering
acceptable reasons for abortion access whereas pro-life identifying individuals most saliently
considered the contextual factors surrounding the pregnancy/abortion. This difference is
illuminated further in the application of specific codes. For example, pro-life respondents most
commonly indicated that circumstances related to rape (51.5% of responses assigned the general
code of “situation”) were the most acceptable reason women should have access to safe, legal
abortion. Additionally, 21.9% of pro-life responses indicated that “health risks” associated with
the mother/woman were also acceptable reasons for obtain a safe, legal abortion.
The entire sample also received two open-ended questions regarding general opinions
about women not having access to safe, legal abortion. Participants were first asked under what
circumstances they believed women should not have access to safe, legal abortion. For this item,
the most common responses from individuals who identified as pro-life were related to the
mother/woman (52.5% of responses). Specifically, pro-life individuals indicated that they did not

think women should have access to safe, legal abortion when the resulting child would be
unwanted or the pregnancy was unintended (17.2%) or because they thought women were being
irresponsible (15.5%). Interestingly, 16.9% of pro-life individuals stated that they believed
women should never have access to safe, legal abortion. Alternatively, 23.4% of pro-choice
individuals reported that they believed women should always have access to safe, legal abortion.
But similarly to pro-life individuals, the most common general code applied to pro-choice
responses was mother/woman and within the code, mother/woman’s irresponsibility (13.5%) was
the most common reason women should not have access to safe, legal abortion. However, 20.8%
of pro-choice responses were assigned a general code of Child/Fetus for this question indicated
that pro-choice individuals considered the resulting child/pregnancy saliently when considering
when women should not have access to safe, legal abortion. In this regard, 25.2% of Child/Fetus
codes for pro-choice individuals were assigned the specific code “stage of pregnancy” indicating
that pro-choice individuals believed that women should have access to safe, legal abortion
depending on what stage the woman is at in her pregnancy.
Finally, we asked participants to provide the top three most unacceptable reasons for a
woman to seek an abortion. Approximately 6.5% of pro-choice participants and 1.3% of pro-life
participants indicated that women should always be able to seek an abortion. Alternatively, 1.0%
of pro-choice individuals and 2.0% of pro-life individuals indicated that women should never
seek an abortion. Mother/woman was the most common general code applied to both pro-choice
and pro-life responses to this question. Specifically, both pro-choice and pro-life individuals
indicated that a woman should not seek an abortion because she experienced an unintended
pregnancy resulting in an unwanted child/fetus (14.7% pro-choice; 21.5% pro-life).
Men

The men received three open ended questions regarding their opinions specifically about
their partner having an abortion. First individuals were asked under what circumstances they
would be supportive of their partner getting an abortion. Rape was the most common
circumstance under where individuals who identified as both pro-choice (20.4% of pro-choice
responses) and pro-life (50.0% of pro-life responses indicated they would be supportive of access
to safe, legal abortion. Additionally, financial reasons were also an important circumstance for
pro-choice individuals. Approximately 14.3% of responses from pro-choice identifying
individuals were coded as being associated with financial reasons. Alternatively, 39.3% of
responses from individuals who identified as pro-life were coded as being associated with health
risks for the mother/woman in terms of women’s access to safe, legal abortion.
When asked the top three reasons participants considered it acceptable for their partner to
have access to safe, legal abortion, rape was again the highest reported reason with 24.7% of prochoice responses and 41.1% of pro-life responses being coded as rape. When examining the
specific codes for responses regarding the mother/woman, 25.0% of responses from individual
identifying as pro-life believe that health risks for the mother/woman is important when
considering an abortion acceptable for their partner. However, 16.5% of responses from
individuals identifying as pro-choice were coded as financial reasons under the general code of
mother/woman as acceptable reasons for obtaining an abortion.
Finally, men were asked under what circumstances they would want their partner to have
an abortion. Similar to the previous questions, circumstances involving rape were commonly
reported by both pro-choice (26.4% of responses) and pro-life (37.9% of responses) individuals.
When specifically looking at the responses coded under the general mother/woman category,
financial reasons were, yet again, important for pro-choice individuals as 18.9% of the responses

were coded as being associated with financial reasons. Alternatively, for pro-life individuals,
health risks for the mother/woman again emerged as an important factor contributing to men
wanting their partner to obtain an abortion as 44.8% of the pro-life responses under
mother/woman were coded as such. In summary, findings suggest that circumstances regarding
rape influence both pro-choice and pro-life identifying men when considering their partner
getting an abortion. However, differences emerge regarding men’s perception of the
mother/woman. Pro-choice individuals are more heavily influenced by financial situations
regarding the mother/woman when considering their partner getting an abortion whereas pro-life
individuals were influenced more by the mother/woman’s health.
The men also received three open ended questions regarding their opinions on their
partner not having an abortion. When asked what circumstances they would not be supportive of
their partner getting an abortion, most of the responses for pro-choice (68.5%) and pro-life (30.8)
individuals were coded as being associated with the mother/woman for the general code. More
specifically, 33.3% of responses from individuals identifying as pro-life indicated that they
would not be supportive of their partner getting an abortion if the child/fetus is unwanted.
However, most of the pro-choice responses were also coded under “other” for the mother/woman
general code (39.1% of responses) indicating that there was not a consistent patterns for the ways
in which pro-choice participants were responding.
When the men were asked what the top three reasons they would consider getting an
abortion to be unacceptable, the child being unwanted was most frequently coded response for
both pro-choice (16.7% of responses) and for pro-life (26.1% of responses) individuals. For the
same question again, 25.0% of the responses from pro-choice responses assigned the general
code of mother/woman were then assigned the specific code of “other” suggesting no consistent

pattern. Results also show that when asked when they would consider it unacceptable, 2.8% of
pro-choice and 0.0% of pro-life individuals state it is the woman’s choice whether or not she has
an abortion.
Lastly, the men were asked under what circumstances would you not want your partner
to have an abortion. Approximately 3.8% of pro-choice participants’ responses and 3.7% of prolife participants’ responses were coded as no circumstance. This finding means that these
participants believe that abortion was always acceptable for their partner. Alternatively, 3.8% of
pro-choice individuals and 40.7% of pro-life individuals indicated that they would not want their
partner to have an abortion under every circumstance. This finding indicates that individuals
never waned their partner to have access to safe, legal abortion. Additionally, 16.8% of the prochoice responses were coded as financial reasons regarding circumstances in which individuals
would not want their partner to have an abortion. Consistent with the previous question, 23.8%
of responses from men identifying as pro-life were coded as being associated with an unwanted
child/fetus. In other words, these men indicated that they would not want their partner to have an
abortion because the pregnancy would result in an unwanted child. Interestingly, again for prochoice (20.9) and pro-life (23.8) individuals, there were a high number of responses coded as
other circumstances regarding the general code of mother/woman.
Women
The women received two open-ended questions regarding their opinion on obtaining an
abortion for themselves. First, women were asked under what circumstances they would consider
having an abortion. The most common general code for this question was related to the
mother/woman for women identifying as pro-choice (47.8% of the responses). More specifically,
14.0% of the mother/woman responses related to financial circumstances in regard to influencing

women’s decision to have an abortion. However, the most common general code for pro-life
women was the situation regarding the pregnancy with 23.3% of responses. In other words, prolife identified women were influenced by situational factors associated with her life and the
pregnancy when considering having an abortion. Specifically, circumstances regarding rape were
the most commonly reported response with 57.1% of pro-life responses coded as rape.
The women were also asked the top three reasons in which they would consider having
an abortion. Results were similar to the previous question. The most reported responses for prochoice (31.5% of responses) and pro-life (38.2% of responses) women were coded as rape. In
other words, rape was the most common reason women, regardless of abortion identification
status, cited for obtaining an abortion. However, differences emerged in pro-choice and pro-life
women’s reasons involving the general code of mother/woman. Pro-choice individual’s
responses indicated that financial reasons would most influence them when considering whether
to have an abortion with 14.6% of the responses being coded as such. Alternatively, health risks
regarding the mother/woman would influence pro-life individual’s decision with 17.6% of the
responses being coded as health risks. These findings indicate that overall women in our sample
consider the situation when thinking about obtaining an abortion, and more specifically believe
situations involving rape are salient reasons to consider having an abortion. However, pro-choice
individuals are also influenced by financial reasons and pro-life individuals are more influenced
by their health risks.
The women also received two open-ended questions regarding their opinion about when
they would not have an abortion. They were first asked under what circumstance they would not
consider keeping a pregnancy to term. Approximately 1.4% of pro-choice participants and 1.9%
of pro-life participants said that there is no circumstance. This finding indicates they would

always consider keeping a pregnancy to term. Alternatively, 8.3% of pro-choice individuals and
59.0% of pro-life individuals said that they would never consider keeping the pregnancy to term
under every circumstance. For this same question, responses regarding financial reasons were
most commonly reported from pro-choice participants with 23.8% of responses being coded as
such. However, women identifying as pro-life (15.7% of responses) reported being influenced by
a situation of rape (in this case, participants wrote about situations in which they were not raped)
when deciding to keep a pregnancy to term.
Women were also asked the top three reasons you would not consider having an abortion;
responses were also mostly related to the mother/woman with 84.8% of responses from prochoice participants and 70.3% of responses from pro-life participants being coded as
mother/woman. Interestingly, there were twenty-five specific codes under the general code of the
mother/woman. This alone indicates the vast diversity and complexity in factors that influence
women’s decisions regarding abortion procedures. More specifically, financial reasons (15.2% of
responses) and relationship status (11.8% of responses) are influential reasons for pro-choice
individuals to not consider having an abortion. Approximately 7.7% of individuals identifying as
pro-life reported religion as a reason for not obtaining an abortion. Interestingly, there was also
12.5% of response that were from pro-life individuals that were coded under Child/Fetus. More
specifically under the general code for “Child/Fetus”, pro-life individuals believe that the
child/fetus has the right to live with 5.6% of responses.
Discussion
The purpose of this study was to understand the complexity of people’s opinions
regarding abortion. More specifically, we wanted to focus on the similarities and differences in
opinions between individuals who identify as pro-choice and as pro-life. For this study we had

39.3% (n = 199) of participants who identify as pro-choice. Alternately, we had 41.0% (n = 208)
of participants identify as pro-life. When participants were asked if women should have access to
safe, legal abortion, 62.9% (n=319) said that women should have access. However, 30.0%
(n=152) of individuals said that women should not have access. In order to better understand the
subtle distinctions of these dichotomous choices between pro-choice and pro-life individuals, the
participants were asked open-ended questions.
Responses to the open ended questions emerged into patterns in which general codes and
specific codes were created (see Appendix B). The general codes included: no circumstance,
every circumstance, mother/woman, child/fetus, situation, health, and other. These patterns were
consistent in responses across all questions indicting that a participants’ responses were broadly
conceptualized as being consistent with one of these overarching themes. For example, when
participants were asked when women should have access to abortion, they provided reasons such
“it’s her choice”, “financial reasons”, and “health risks for the mother”. Although relating to
different aspects of life, these responses were all related directly to the mother/woman. However,
individuals also provided responses such as “birth defects for the child” and “stage of
pregnancy”. These, again different from one another, were directly related to the child/fetus.
Last, participants also provided responses such as “rape”, “incest”, and “accidental pregnancy”.
Once again, these responses differed from one another in important, nuanced ways, but were all
directly related to the situation of how the pregnancy happened. As such, the multi-layered
coding scheme demonstrates both the broad conceptualizations related to access to safe, legal
abortion participants seemed to identify with as well as the nuanced subtleties of the responses.
According to the results, the majority of responses were coded under the general code of
mother/woman. These findings indicate that factors related directly to the mother/woman (e.g.,

her choice, financial reasons, health risks) have a significant impact on people’s opinion
regarding women’s access to safe, legal abortion. In order to better understand the complexity
within the mother/woman general codes, a specific coding scheme for each question was also
applied. When examining the specific codes across the full sample, there were patterns of
financial reasons, health risks, and unwanted child/fetus being important factors related to the
mother/woman when influencing general opinions on abortion. Additionally, when looking at
why women should have access to abortion, the situation also presented as a common general
code. Specific code examples for the situation general code include rape, incest, accidental
pregnancy and consensual sex.
Alternatively, when looking at reasons why women should not have access, the
Child/Fetus was a common general code. Within this general code, specific codes like health
risks and birth defects for the child/fetus were commonly endorsed by participants. Taken
together, these findings seem to suggest that people may form their general opinions about
access to safe, legal abortion around the mother/woman in respect to maintaining access to
abortion and the child/fetus when thinking about restricting access to abortion.
In addition to asking about general opinions, we also asked participants to think about
what they would do in regard to abortion. We divided this set of questions to be gender specific.
We asked men about circumstances they would/would not be supportive, reasons they believed
abortion was acceptable/unacceptable and circumstances they would want/not want their partner
to obtain an abortion. Findings suggest that men’s opinions were also mainly influenced by
factors related to the mother/woman. More specifically, relationship status, financial reasons, and
unwanted child, were three specific codes that were used for every question given to the men
only. These findings suggest that men’s relationship status with the potential mother, the

couple’s financial situation and whether or not he and the potential mother/woman had planned
the pregnancy were salient factors influencing abortion decisions.
When considering the situation of how the women became pregnant, the men have
different opinions for when women should have access and when they should not. When they
were asked when they would be supportive/consider it acceptable of their partner getting an
abortion, they provided circumstances such as rape and incest. However, when the men were
asked when they would not be supportive/consider it unacceptable, they answered things like
consensual sex and unprotected sex. These findings suggest that men think access to abortion
should be provided for situations in which women could not control getting pregnancy (i.e.,
being forced due to rape or incest), yet should be restricted when women (or the couple) could
have taken steps to prevent the pregnancy such as via the use of a contraceptive method.
Although not represented in the codes, some of the men’s responses seemed judgmental.
Unfortunately, we cannot say definitively what men may have meant, so these findings are
speculative and warrant further research. Interestingly, for many of the men’s responses, we were
unable to provide a specific code and thus, they ended up getting coded as “other”. This finding,
in and of itself, demonstrates the diversity in opinions about access to abortion and provides
support for our hypotheses regarding the complexity surrounding this issue.
Women also responded to gender specific questions about access to abortion. Women
were asked about circumstances and reasons they would consider having an abortion and
keeping a pregnancy to term. Our findings suggest that women were mainly influenced by
factors related to the mother/woman (themselves). Similar to the general questions, there was a
pattern of specific codes like financial reasons, health risks, education, wanted/unwanted
child/fetus and being ready/not ready that seemed to be important factors in their decision. More

specifically, when the women were asked what the top three reasons they would consider having
an abortion, besides reasons relating to the mother/woman, women responded with reasons
relating to the situation rather than child/fetus. The specific codes related to the situation rape,
incest, and accidental pregnancy. Similar to men, circumstances in which women could not
control getting pregnancy seemed to be salient in informing women’s opinions regarding
abortion.
When women were asked the top three reasons they would consider keeping a pregnancy
to term, in addition to reasons relating to the mother/woman, women also cited reasons that fell
under child/fetus instead of situation. The specific codes related to the child/fetus included health
risks, birth defects, and stage of pregnancy. In other words, women reported they would keep a
pregnancy to term if the pregnancy would not result in health risks, if the child/fetus did not have
birth defects and if they were in a later stage of pregnancy. Taken together, these findings
indicate that women consider factors related to the child/fetus when decided to not have an
abortion and how they became pregnant an important factor when deciding to have an abortion.
Interestingly, when women were asked what three top three reasons you would not consider
having an abortion there were twenty five specific codes, including other, under reasons
regarding the mother/woman. Consistent with previous research (Adamczyx, 2008), the diverse
array of codes with an inability to find a consensus among these different codes demonstrates
that there are multiple contextual influences, structural constraints, and personal beliefs that
influence a women’s decision when getting an abortion.
There are some similarities and differences when comparing the findings across these
three sets of questions (i.e., general abortion opinions, situational circumstances for men,
situational circumstances for women) in regard to providing and restricting access to safe, legal

abortion. Overall, the mother/woman is the most important factor when it comes to abortion
opinions across all three sets of questions. However, when we asked individuals about what they
might do in terms of having an abortion (women) or being supportive/wanting your partner to
obtain an abortion (men), not surprisingly participant responses became more personal. For
example, some of men’s responses for why they would not want their partner to have an abortion
were things like “I want to keep the child” or when it is “my child”. When they were asked when
they would want their partner to have an abortion they responded when we “both agree”. The
women also had more personal responses when putting themselves in the situation of deciding to
obtain an abortion or keep a pregnancy to term. For example, having adequate support to raise a
child was an important factor for women when considering to have to not to have an abortion.
Comparison for Abortion Identification
Previous research has shown the relationship between abortion opinions and gender,
race/ethnicity, political views and religion. However, because abortion opinions are often viewed
as dichotomous conceptualizations (i.e., pro-life; pro-choice), we compared the responses across
these two conceptualizations.
The current study is one of the first to elicit participant-generated responses examining
circumstances that influence opinions regarding access to safe, legal, abortion. Interestingly, in
this current study we found that pro-choice and pro-life participants’ opinions on abortion fell
mostly under the mother/woman. More specifically, for pro-choice individuals, financial reasons
influenced opinions regarding access to safe, legal abortion. However, for pro-life individuals,
health risks for mother/woman mostly influenced their opinions. The situation of rape was also
an important factor driving abortion attitudes for both pro-choice and prolife individuals.

Similar patterns are also seen across the gender specific questions. For the pro-choice
men financial reasons influenced their opinions of their partner having an abortion. However, for
men who identified as pro-life, they were more influenced by health risks related to the
mother/woman. This changed for pro-life identifying men in response to the question related to
when they would not want their partner to have an abortion. Men did not want their partner to
have an abortion when the child/fetus was considered unwanted. Alternatively, for the women’s
responses, those who identified as pro-choice were influenced the most by financial reasons and
their relationship status with the potential father/man. These findings are consistent with
previous research stating women who are unmarried are going to face costs both emotionally and
financially when keeping a pregnancy to term (Adamczyx, 2008). However, women who
identified as pro-life, opinions were driven more by health risks and religion.
Summary
As a whole, these findings are not surprising, yet somewhat contradictory. On the one
hand, our findings are not surprising as pro-choice identified individuals are more likely to
recognize the burden of caring for an unintended pregnancy (i.e., financial reasons) and may
believe that having the necessary support systems would be essential to opting to keep a
pregnancy to term (i.e., relationship status). Alternatively, pro-life people are often driven by
religious reasons in terms of their opinions about abortion which generally dictate that abortions
should be prohibited unless the potential mother/woman’s life is in jeopardy. We saw such
patterns emerge across both our pro-life women and men. Also consistent with our findings,
exceptions regarding seeking an abortion are also sometimes granted for religious, pro-life
identifying individuals when the fetus would have severe birth defects or in situations of
rape/incest, though this often depends on the religious affiliation.

On the other hand, our findings are contradictory in that pro-life identifying individuals
tend to vote toward the conservative right. This political perspective tends not to support social
programming (e.g., Medicare, SNAP, Headstart, WIC) which aides teen and/or low-income
mothers. Furthermore, with increased restrictions on abortion nation-wide as well as state
specific, low-income women are at an increased risk of needing an abortion and not able being to
obtain one. In fact, research indicates that white, middle class women with a Christian
identification are most likely to obtain abortions (Guttmacher, 2014) whereas low-income,
women of color and less likely to be able to obtain abortions due to inadequate access. As such,
our pro-life identifying participants’ opinions about women keeping pregnancy they are not
prepared for seems somewhat contradictory. However, this rationale is somewhat out of the
scope of the current study and warrants continued research. In summary, our findings
demonstrate that the factors that influence people’s opinions regarding access to safe, legal
abortion are numerous and complex.
Limitations
Although the current study provides a better understanding of people opinions regarding
access to safe, legal abortion, there are important limitations to note. Due to this research being
exploratory, we asked participants to provide open-ended responses. This can lead to
misinterpretation of participants’ authentic responses. Additionally, some participants may not
have taken the time to complete the open-ended responses as some questions were left blank.
There are also limitations associated with using convenience sampling. As such, these findings
should not be generalized to all college students in Arkansas or Oklahoma nor should they be
considered representative of the entire college student population in the United States. We should
also note the potential for responses bias given the controversial nature of the research.

Participants may have answered based on what they believe is socially acceptable and not on
what they truly believe. However, given the anonymous nature of the survey and the private
setting in which participants took it in, this was thought to be minimized.
It was challenging for the research team to interpret some people’s responses. For
example, participants would say “health risks”; however, it was difficult to determine if the
participant meant health risks for the mother/woman or for their child/fetus. Participant’s
responses also include statements like “not ready”. It was difficult to interpret that as not ready
finically or emotionally, or not ready because there are other things the woman is trying to
accomplish in life. Finally, due to some of these questions containing a double negative it was a
challenge to interpret was the participant’s responses. For example, individuals were asked under
what circumstances they believe women should not have access to safe, legal abortion.
Participant’s responses included no circumstance, which may be hard to determine if they mean
women should always or never have access to safe, legal abortion.
Although our findings are constrained to the data provided, the research team, consisting
of three undergraduate students, one doctoral student and one faculty member spent a significant
amount of time refining the coding procedures in an attempt to minimize mis- or overinterpretation of the findings.
Conclusion
The current study demonstrated complexity in opinions regarding abortion. We see that
opinions are influenced by multiple factors related to the mother/woman, the child/fetus, and the
situation of the pregnancy. An important way to see if there was complexity in relation to
abortion identification was to examine the every versus no circumstance general codes in relation

to pro-choice and pro-life identifications. That is, one might except that pro-life identifying
individuals would say that women should never have access to safe, legal abortion. In essences,
for pro-life identifying individuals, one would assume that there would be no circumstances in
which women should have access to safe, legal abortion. In these absolute terms then, it would
be expected that pro-choice identifying individuals would believe that women should have
access to safe, legal abortion under all circumstances. As such, if there was no complexity when
the participants were asked under what circumstances they believe women should have access to
safe, legal abortion, the results would show that 100% of pro-choice identifying individuals
reported every circumstance whereas 100% of pro-life identifying individuals would state under
no circumstance. However, this was certainly far from the case as demonstrated by the
numerous specific coding categories once again demonstrating the complexity surrounding
issues related to access to safe, legal, abortion. The low percentages under the general codes of
no circumstance and every circumstance represent complexity in responses, consistent with
previous research. According to Ladd and Bowmen (1999) Americans do not want to outlaw
abortion but they do not want it to be completely unrestricted either, showing that people’s
opinions are complex and at times unclear.
Legislative policy regarding access to safe, legal abortion should be determined based on
perceived views of constituents’ opinions on abortion. Recently we have seen abortion policies
becoming more restrictive on both a state and national level. This would lead to the assumption
that this is a result of people wanting abortion access to become more restricted. However, this
is not the case when looking at our data (in conjunction with others) as a majority of the
participants are in favor of women having access to safe, legal abortion (62.9 %) and among all

participants, but particularly pro-life identifying participants, opinions are varied and not entirely
restrictive.
Additionally, complexity in opinions is also represented by the large amount of specific
codes, especially when it comes to the mother/woman. This can be seen in Table 19, with a
question having twenty five specific codes, including “other,” under the general code of
mother/woman. Complexity is also show for the questions in which the majority men’s
responses were coded as “other” under mother/woman. We were not able to find consistency
across the responses for the men’s questions, again representing diversity in these responses.
In summary, these data support our hypotheses by demonstrating that when faced with
the decision of whether or not women should have access to safe, legal abortion, it is more
complicated than dichotomous options allow for. Understanding these complexities in opinions
on abortion and utilizing them to inform legislation should allow for more appropriate policy to
be created regarding access to safe, legal abortion.
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Appendix A
Table 1. Demographic Characteristics (n=471)
Total (n=471 )
n

%

344
127

67.9
25.0

17-20

215

42.4

21-23

149

29.4

24 and up

17

3.4

Asian or Asian American

12

2.4

Black or African American

42

8.3

Hispanic or Latino

21

4.1

White or Caucasian

376

74.2

Middle Eastern or Middle Eastern
American
Native American or Alaskan Native

4

.8

6

1.2

Bi- or Multiracial

7

.8

Other

4

.8

Heterosexual/Straight

451

89.0

Homosexual/Gay/Lesbian

12

2.4

Bisexual

4

.8

Unsure/Questioning

1

.2

Characteristics
Gender
Women
Men
Age

Race

Sexual Orientation

Other

1

.2

Did not complete high school

1

.2

High school

84

16.6

Some College

342

67.5

Associates Degree

20

3.9

Bachelor’s Degree

23

4.5

Some graduate school

1

.2

PhD

1

.2

Single and not actively dating

166

32.7

Single and dating

106

20.9

In a relationship

180

35.5

Married

11

2.2

Divorced

4

.8

3

.6

Very strong

176

34.7

Somewhat strong

144

28.4

Neither strong nor weak

96

18.9

Somewhat weak

21

4.1

Very weak

19

3.7

Republican

233

46.0

Democrat

104

20.5

Education

Relationship Status

Another relationship status, please
describe
Religious Affiliation Strength

Political Party

Independent

36

7.1

Green

4

.8

None of the above, please describe

5

10

I do not identify with a political party

90

17.8

Pro-choice

199

39.3

Pro-life

208

41.0

Abortion Identification

Some
describe

other

identification,

please 18

3.6

46

9.1

Yes

319

62.9

No

152

30.0

I do not know
Should women have access to abortion

Table 2
Question 10
Do you believe women should have access to safe, legal abortion?
Yes—Reasons why.
Abortion Codes

No circumstances

Pro-Choice
n (%)
n =244
0 (0.0)

Abortion Identity
Pro-Life
Some Other
n (%)
n (%)
n = 88
n = 21
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

I don’t know
n (%)
n = 42
0 (0.0)

Every Circumstance

0 (0.0)

0 (0.0)

0 (0.0)

0 (0.0)

Exceptions

1 (.04)

1 (1.1)

0 (0.0)

0 (0.0)

Mother/Woman
Safety
Health Risks
Financial Reasons
Her Choice
Her Body
Things Happen
Other

198 (81.1)
39 (16.7)
4 (1.7)
6 (2.6)
80 (34.2)
49 (20.9)
5 (2.1)
15 (6.4)

44 (50.0)
26 (31.7)
10 (12.2)
1 (1.2)
3 (3.7)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
4 (4.9)

9 (42.9)
3 (15.8)
1 (5.3)
0 (0.0)
2 (10.5)
1 (5.3)
1 (5.3)
1 (5.3)

25 (59.5)
11 (26.2)
2 (4.8)
2 (4.8)
7 (16.7)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
3 (7.1)

Child/Fetus
Birth Defects
Other

5 (2.0)
0 (0.0)
5 (2.1)

4 (4.5)
3 (3.7)
1 (1.2)

1 (4.8)
0 (0.0)
1 (5.3)

3 (7.1)
0 (0.0)
3 (7.1)

Situation
Just situational
Circumstance
Rape
Other
Health
Other

31 (12.7)
8 (3.4)
10 (4.3)
12 (5.1)
1 (0.4)
2(2.8)
7 (2.9)

34 (38.6)
6 (7.3)
12 (14.6)
15 (18.3)
1 (1.2)
2 (2.3)
3 (3.4)

9 (42.9)
1 (5.3)
1 (5.3)
6 (31.6)
1 (5.3)
0 (0.0)
2 (9.5)

14 (33.3)
3 (7.1)
6 (14.3)
5 (11.9)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

General Code
Specific Code

50.157
137.224

15
36

Asymp. Sig.
(2 sided)
.000
.000

Table 3
Question 10
Do you believe women should have access to safe, legal abortion?
No—Reasons why.
Abortion Codes

No Circumstances

Pro-Choice
n (%)
n=4
0 (0.0)

Abortion Identity
Pro-Life
Some Other
n (%)
n (%)
n = 170
n=2
1 (0.6)
0 (0.0)

I don’t know
n (%)
n=9
0 (0.0)

Every Circumstance

0 (0.0)

0 (0.0)

0 (0.0)

0 (0.0)

Exceptions

0 (0.0)

0 (0.0)

0 (0.0)

0 (0.0)

Mother/Woman
Murder
Irresponsible
Religion
Other

4 (100)
1 (25.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
3 (75.0)

97 (57.1)
46 (30.7)
5 (3.3)
15 (10.0)
31 (20.7)

1 (50.0)
1 (50.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

4 (44.4)
3 (37.5)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (12.5)

Child/Fetus
Right to live
Life

0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

49 (28.8)
25 (16.7)
24 (16.0)

0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

2 (22.2)
1 (12.5)
1 (12.5)

Situation
Other

0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

4 (2.4)
4 (2.7)

1 (50.0)
1 (50.0)

2 (22.2)
2 (25.0)

Health
Other

0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

0 (0.0)
19 (11.2)

0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

0 (0.0)
1 (11.1)

Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

General Code
Specific Code

24.604
29.416

12
18

Asymp. Sig.
(2 sided)
.017
.044

Table 4
Question 11
Under what circumstances do you believe women should have access to safe, legal abortion?
Abortion Codes

No Circumstance
Every Circumstance
Exceptions
Mother/Woman
Her Choice
Financial Reasons
Bad Living Conditions
Age
Health Risks
Education
Unwanted Child
Other
Child/Fetus
Stage of Pregnancy
Health Risks
Birth Defects
Situation
Rape
Incest
Circumstance
Accidental Pregnancy
Health
Other

Pro-Choice
n (%)
0 (0.0)
52 (15.1)

Abortion Identity
Pro-Life
Some Other
n (%)
n (%)
59 (21.7)
0 (0.0)
3 (1.1)
0 (0.0)

I don’t know
n (%)
2 (2.5)
3 (3.8)

132 (38.3)
25 (8.8)
25 (8.8)
12 (4.2)
18 (6.3)
24 (8.5)
3 (1.1)
4 (1.4)
21 (7.4)
43 (12.5)
18 (6.3)
15 (5.3)
10 (3.5)
109 (31.6)
90 (31.7)
15 (5.3)
1 (0.4)
3 (1.1)
8 (2.3)
1 (0.3)

59 (21.7)
1 (0.5)
3 (1.5)
0 (0.0)
2 (1.0)
43 (21.9)
0 (0.0)
1 (0.5)
9 (4.6)
24 (8.8)
2 (1.0)
18 (9.2)
4 (2.0)
113 (41.5)
101 (51.5)
10 (5.1)
2 (1.0)
0 (0.0)
9 (3.3)
5 (1.8)

36 (45)
4 (5.6)
11 (15.5)
4 (5.6)
2 (2.8)
8 (11.3)
0 (0.0)
2 (2.8)
5 (7.0)
8 (10.0)
2 (2.8)
6 (8.5)
0 (0.0)
27 (33.8)
25 (35.2)
1 (1.4)
1 (1.4)
0 (0.0)
4 (5.0)
0 (0.0)

Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

General Code
Specific Code

170.44
116.862

18
42

Asymp. Sig.
(2 sided)
.000
.000

8 (26.7)
1 (3.6)
0 (0.0)
2 (7.1)
0 (0.0)
2 (7.1)
0 (0.0)
1 (3.6)
2 (7.1)
2 (6.7)
1 (3.6)
0 (0.0)
1 (3.6)
18 (60.0)
16 (57.1)
2 (7.1)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (3.3)
1 (3.3)

Table 5
Question 12
Under what circumstances do you believe that women should NOT have access to safe, legal
abortion?
Abortion Codes

No Circumstance
Every Circumstance
Exceptions
Mother/Woman
Just Because
Birth Control
Age
Irresponsible
Financial Reasons
Unwanted Child
Not Ready
Health Risks
Number of Abortions
Adoption
Relationship Status
Murder
Her Choice
Safety
Father of the Child
Other
Child/Fetus
Stage of Pregnancy
Health Risks
Birth Defects
Other
Situation
Consensual Sex
Accidental Pregnancy
Rape
Health
Other

Pro-Choice
n (%)
36 (23.4)
1 (0.6)
0 (0.0)
72 (46.8)
6 (5.4)
8 (7.2)
4 (3.6)
15 (13.5)
10 (9.0)
6 (5.4)
0 (0.0)
1 (0.9)
9 (8.1)
1 (0.9)
3 (2.7)
0 (0.0)
2 (1.8)
0 (0.0)
2 (1.8)
5 (4.5)
32 (20.8)
28 (25.2)
1 (0.9)
2 (1.8)
1 (0.9)
7 (4.5)
4 (3.6)
2 (1.8)
1 (0.9)
0 (0.0)
6 (3.9)

Abortion Identity
Pro-Life
Some Other
n (%)
n (%)
5 (3.1)
0 (0.0)
27 (16.9)
1 (8.3)
9 (5.6)
0 (0.0)
84 (52.5)
9 (75.0)
2 (1.7)
0 (0.0)
5 (4.3)
1 (9.1)
4 (3.4)
1 (9.1)
18 (15.5)
3 (27.3)
7 (6.0)
0 (0.0)
20 (17.2)
1 (9.1)
4 (3.4)
0 (0.0)
2 (1.7)
0 (0.0)
1 (0.9)
1 (9.1)
6 (5.2)
0 (0.0)
2 (1.7)
0 (0.0)
2 (1.7)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (0.9)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
10 (8.6)
2 (18.2)
10 (6.3)
1 (8.3)
3 (2.6)
1 (1.9)
1 (0.9)
0 (0.0)
5 (4.3)
0 (0.0)
1 (0.9)
0 (0.0)
22 (13.8)
1 (8.3)
7 (6.0)
0 (0.0)
10 (8.6)
1 (9.1)
5 (4.3)
0 (0.0)
2 (1.3)
0 (0.0)
1 (0.6)
0 (0.0)

I don’t know
n (%)
4 (15.4)
0 (0.0)
2 (7.7)
11 (42.3)
0 (0.0)
1 (6.3)
0 (0.0)
1 (6.3)
1 (6.3)
2 (12.5)
1 (6.3)
0 (0.0)
2 (12.5)
0 (0.0)
2 (12.5)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (6.3)
3 (11.5)
2 (12.5)
0 (0.0)
1 (6.3)
0 (0.0)
2 (7.7)
0 (0.0)
1 (6.3)
1 (6.3)
1 (3.8)
3 (11.5)

Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

General Code
Specific Code

102.128
88.446

21
66

Asymp. Sig.
(2 sided)
.000
.034

Table 6
Question 13
What are the top three most acceptable reasons for a woman to seek an abortion?
Abortion Codes

No Circumstance
Every Circumstance
Exceptions
Mother/Woman
Her Choice
Financial Reasons
Bad Living Conditions
Health Risks
Age
Unwanted Child
Mental Issues
Relationship Status
Life Circumstances
Education
Unable to Raise a Child
Not Ready
Other
Child/Fetus
Health Risks
Birth Defects
Other
Situation
Rape
Incest/ Molestation
Accidental Pregnancy
Other
Health
Other

Pro-Choice
n (%)
2 (0.4)
4 (.07)

Abortion Identity
Pro-Life
Some Other
n (%)
n (%)
43 (10.9)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

I don’t know
n (%)
1 (0.9)
0 (0.0)

271 (49.3)
14 (2.7)
80 (15.7)
18 (3.5)
47 (9.2)
48 (9.4)
12 (2.4)
11 (2.2)
3 (0.6)
1 (.02)
8 (1.6)
6 (1.2)
5 (1.0)
17 (3.3)
45 (8.2)
33 (6.5)
12 (2.4)
0 (0.0)
194 (35.3)
153 ( 30.0)
29 (5.7)
11 (2.2)
2 (.04)
32 (5.8)
2 (.04)

117 (29.7)
0 (0.0)
18 (5.7)
13 (4.1)
55 (17.5)
15 (4.8)
2 (0.6)
2 (0.6)
2 (0.6)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
2 (0.6)
0 (0.0)
8 (2.5)
48 (12.2)
38 (12.1)
9 (2.9)
1 (0.3)
150 (38.1)
131 (41.6)
18 (5.4)
1 (0.3)
1 (0.3)
25 (6.3)
11 (2.8)

53 (48.2)
2 (2.0)
13 (13.3)
5 (5.1)
12 (12.2)
8 (8.2)
1 (1.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (1.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
2 (2.0)
0 (0.0)
9 (9.2)
12 (10.9)
10 (10.2)
2 (2.0)
0 (0.0)
33 (30.0)
29 (29.6)
4 (4.1)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
10 (9.1)
1 (0.9)

Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

General Code
Specific Code

112.119
106.375

18
57

Asymp. Sig.
(2 sided)
.000
.000

14 (35.9)
0 (0.0)
3 (8.3)
2 (5.6)
3 (8.3)
3 (8.3)
0 (0.0)
1 (2.8)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (2.8)
0 (0.0)
1 (2.8)
6 (15.4)
4 (11.1)
2 (5.6)
0 (0.0)
16 (41.0)
15 (41.7)
1 (2.8)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
3 (7.7)
0 (0.0)

Table 7
Question 14
What are the top three most unacceptable reasons for a woman to seek an abortion?
Abortion Codes

No Circumstance
Every Circumstance
Exceptions
Mother/Woman
Her Choice
Birth Control
Alcohol
Relationship Status
Not Ready
Still want to Party
Regret
Unwanted Child
Lazy/ Selfish
Number of Abortions
Just Because
Easy Out
Age
Social Reasons
Financial Reasons
Irresponsible
Stupidity
Conflict with the Father
and Others
Religion
Murder/ Unethical
Inconvenience
Education
Unwanted Gender
Adoption
Safety
Health Risks
Body
Other
Child/Fetus
Stage of Pregnancy
Health Risks
Birth Defects

Pro-Choice
n (%)
26 (6.5)
4 (1.0)
1 (0.3)
285 (71.4)
9 (2.5)
15 (4.2)
2 (0.6)
9 (2.5)
14 (4.0)
4 (1.1)
1 (0.3)
52 (14.7)
16 (4.5)
12 (3.4 )
11 (3.1)
4 (1.1)
9 (2.5)
2 (0.6)
33 (9.3)
15 (4.2)
5 (1.4)
32 (0.9)

Abortion Identity
Pro-Life
Some Other
n (%)
n (%)
6 (1.3)
0 (0.0)
9 (2.0)
1 (2.6)
3 (0.7)
1 (2.6)
323 (70.1)
29 (76.3)
1 (0.2)
0 (0.0)
6 (1.4)
0 (0.0)
5 (1.2)
0 (0.0)
15 (3.5)
0 (0.0)
24 (6.2)
2 (5.6)
1 (.02)
0 (0.0)
1 (0.2)
0 (0.0)
93 (21.5)
4 (11.1)
9 (2.1)
4 (11.1)
1 (0.2)
0 (0.0)
3 (0.7)
1 (2.8)
2 (0.5)
1 (2.8)
27(6.2)
1 (2.8)
11 (2.5)
1 (2.8)
39 (9.0)
2 (5.6)
15 (3.5)
2 (5.6)
2 (0.5)
1 (2.8)
15 (3.5)
3 (8.3)

I don’t know
n (%)
1 (1.0)
2 (1.9)
1 (1.0)
81 (77.1)
1 (1.0)
3 (3.1)
1 (1.0)
1 (1.0)
5 (5.2)
0 (0.0)
1 (1.0)
11 (11.3)
3 (3.1)
2 (2.1)
7 (7.2)
2 (2.1)
4 (4.1)
0 (0.0)
8 (8.2)
4 (4.1)
2 (2.1)
8 (8.2)

4 (1.1)
0 (0.0)
4 (1.1)
2 (0.6)
4 (1.1)
2 (0.6)
3 (0.8)
0 (0.0)
4 (1.1)
17 (4.8)
22 (5.5)
7 (2.0)
2 (0.6)
11 (3.1)

1 (0.2)
4 (0.9)
9 (2.1)
2 (0.5)
3 (0.7)
2 (0.5)
0 (0.0)
1 (0.2)
7 (1.6)
21 (4.8)
24 (5.2)
1 (0.2)
3 (0.7)
18 (4.2)

1 (1.0)
2 (2.1)
4 (4.1)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (1.0)
1 (1.0)
0 (0.0)
2 (2.1)
7 (7.2)
5 (4.8)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
4 (4.1)

1 (2.8)
2 (5.6)
1 (2.8)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
3 (8.3)
1 (2.6)
1 (2.8)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

Other
Situation
Unprotected Sex
Consensual Sex
Accidental Pregnancy
Rape
Health
Other

2 (0.6)
47 (11.8)
17 (4.8)
10 (2.8)
20 (5.6)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
14 (3.5)

Pearson Chi-Square

Value

General Code
Specific Code

47.330
167.770

df

2 (0.5)
86 (18.7)
21 (4.8)
16 (3.7)
40 (9.2)
9 (2.1)
3 (0.7)
7 (1.5)

Asymp. Sig.
(2 sided)
21 .001
105 .000

0 (0.0)
6 (15.8)
3 (8.3)
0 (0.0)
3 (8.3)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

1 (1.0)
11 (10.5)
3 (3.1)
1 (1.0)
5 (5.2)
2 (2.1)
2 (1.9)
2 (1.9)

Table 8
Question 15
Under what circumstances would you be supportive of your partner getting an abortion?
Abortion Codes

No Circumstance
Every Circumstance
Exceptions
Mother/Woman
Her Choice
Financial Reasons
Health Risks
Both Agree
Not Ready
Unwanted Child
Not my Child
Relationship Status
Other
Child/Fetus
Birth Defects
Stage of Pregnancy
Situation
Rape
Incest
Accidental Pregnancy
Health
Other

Pro-Choice
n (%)
0 (0.0)
4 (7.0)

Abortion Identity
Pro-Life
Some Other
n (%)
n (%)
21 (37.5)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

I don’t know
n (%)
3 (18.8)
0 (0.0)

31 (54.4)
3 (6.1)
7 (14.3)
4 (8.2)
6 (12.2)
4 (8.2)
3 (6.1)
2 (4.1)
0 (0.0)
2 (4.1)
6 (10.5)
3 (6.1)
3 (6.1)
12 (21.1)
10 (20.4)
1 (2.0)
1 (2.0)
0 (0.0)
4 (7.0)

12 (21.4)
0 (0.0)
1 (3.6)
11 (39.3)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
2 (3.6)
2 (7.1)
0 (0.0)
14 (25.0)
14 (50.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
4 (7.1)
3 (5.4)

7 (43.8)
0 (0.0)
2 (18.2)
2 (18.2)
1 (9.1)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (9.1)
0 (0.0)
4 (4.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
4 (25.0)
4 (36.4)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (6.3)
1 (6.3)

Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

General Code
Specific Code

49.790
55.622

18
39

Asymp. Sig.
(2 sided)
.000
.041

6 (46.2)
2 (16.7)
0 (0.0)
2 (16.7)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (8.3)
1 (8.3)
2 (15.4)
2 (16.7)
0 (0.0)
4 (30.8)
4 (33.3)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (7.7)
0 (0.0)

Table 9
Question 17
Under what circumstances would you not be supportive of your partner getting an abortion?
Abortion Codes

No Circumstance
Every Circumstance
Exceptions
Mother/Woman
Relationship Status
Financial Reasons
Unwanted Child
Wanted Child
Irresponsible
Not my Child
Other
Child/Fetus
Birth Defects
Stage of Pregnancy
Situation
Unprotected Sex
Accidental Pregnancy
Health
Other

Pro-Choice
n (%)
4 (7.4)
0 (0.0)
1 (1.9)
37 (68.5)
3 (6.5)
6 (13.0)
6 (13.0)
4 (8.7)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
18 (39.1)
4 (7.4)
1 (2.2)
3 (6.5)
5 (9.3)
1 (2.2)
4 (8.7)

Abortion Identity
Pro-Life
Some Other
n (%)
n (%)
1 (1.9)
0 (0.0)
19 (36.5)
0 (0.0)
6 (11.5)
2 (22.2)
16 (30.8)
5 (55.6)
0 (0.0)
1 (14.3)
2 (8.3)
0 (0.0)
8 (33.3)
2 (28.6)
1 (4.2)
0 (0.0)
2 (8.3)
0 (0.0)
1 (4.2)
1 (14.3)
2 (8.3)
1 (14.3)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
8 (15.4)
2 (2.22)
2 (8.3)
0 (0.0)
6 (25.0)
2 (28.6)

I don’t know
n (%)
1 (8.3)
0 (0.0)
1 (8.3)
8 (66.7)
0 (0.0)
3 (30.0)
1 (10.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (10.0)
0 (0.0)
3 (30.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
2 (16.7)
0 (0.0)
2 (20.0)

3 (5.6)

2 (3.8)

0 (0.0)

Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

General Code
Specific Code

51.499
39.080

18
30

Asymp. Sig.
(2 sided)
.000
.124

0 (0.0)

Table 10
Question 18
What are the top three reasons you would consider it to be acceptable for your partner to have an
abortion?
Abortion Codes

No Circumstance
Every Circumstance
Exceptions
Mother/Woman
Financial Reasons
Health Risks
Not Ready
Unwanted Child
Bad Environment
Unstable Parents
Age
Relationship Status
Both Agree
Other
Child/Fetus
Health Risks
Birth Defects
Stage of Pregnancy
Situation
Rape
Incest
Accidental Pregnancy
Health
Other

Pro-Choice
n (%)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

Abortion Identity
Pro-Life
Some Other
n (%)
n (%)
13 (16.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (1.2)
0 (0.0)

I don’t know
n (%)
1 (3.8)
0 (0.0)

63 (58.3)
16 (16.5)
10 (10.3)
7 (7.2)
6 (6.2)
1 (1.0)
6 (6.2)
4 (4.1)
1 (1.0)
3 (3.1)
9 (9.3)
6 (5.6)
2 (2.1)
3 (3.1)
1 (1.0)
28 (25.9)
24 (24.7)
1 (1.0)
3 (3.1)
7 (6.5)
4 (3.7)

21 (25.9)
2 (3.6)
14 (25.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
2 (3.6)
1 (1.8)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
2 (3.6)
9 (11.1)
6 (10.7)
3 (5.4)
0 (0.0)
26 (32.1)
23 (41.1)
2 (3.6)
1 (1.8)
8 (9.9)
3 (3.7)

10 (38.5)
3 (15.0)
1 (5.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (5.0)
1 (5.0)
1 (5.0)
0 (0.0)
3 (15.0)
4 (15.4)
2 (10.0)
1 (5.0)
1 (5.0)
6 (23.1)
5 (25.0)
1 (5.0)
0 (0.0)
3 (11.5)
2 (7.7)

Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

General Code
Specific Code

43.791
57.259

18
45

Asymp. Sig.
(2 sided)
.001
.104

5 (31.3)
2 (15.4)
2 (15.4)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (7.7)
2 (12.5)
1 (7.7)
1 (7.7)
0 (0.0)
6 (37.5)
6 (46.2)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
3 (18.8)
0 (0.0)

Table 11
Question 19
What are the top three reasons you would consider it to be unacceptable for your partner to have
an abortion?
Abortion Codes

No Circumstance
Every Circumstance
Exceptions
Mother/Woman
Her Choice
Irresponsible
Lazy/ Selfish
Alcohol
Financial Reasons
Unwanted Child
I want to Keep the
Child
Cheating
Religion
Not Ready
Relationship Status
Just Because
Body
Murder
Other
Child/Fetus
Birth Defects
Other
Situation
Consensual Sex
Unprotected Sex
Accidental Pregnancy
Health
Other

Pro-Choice
n (%)
3 (3.6)
1 (1.2)
0 (0.0)
57 (68.7)
2 (2.8)
2 (2.8 )
4 (5.6)
1 (1.4)
6 (8.3)
12 (16.7)
4 (5.6)

Abortion Identity
Pro-Life
Some Other
n (%)
n (%)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
13 (14.1)
1 (7.7)
4 (4.3)
1 (7.7)
55 (59.8)
9 (69.2)
0 (0.0)
1 (9.1)
7 (10.1)
0 (0.0)
1 (1.4)
3 (27.3)
1 (1.4)
0 (0.0)
12 (17.4)
1 (9.1)
18 (26.1)
1 (9.1)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

I don’t know
n (%)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (4.3)
12 (52.2)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
2 (9.1)
4 (18.2)
2 (9.1)
0 (0.0)

2 (2.8)
1 (1.4)
0 (0.0)
1 (1.4)
2 (2.8)
1 (1.4)
1 (1.4)
18 (25.0)
7 (8.4)
2 (2.8)
5 (6.9)
8 (9.6)
0 (0.0)
2 (2.8)
6 (8.3)

0 (0.0)
1 (1.4)
6 (8.7)
1 (1.4)
1 (1.4)
1 (1.4)
1 (1.4)
5 (7.2)
4 (4.3)
2 (2.9)
2 (2.9)
10 (10.9)
1 (1.4)
3 (3.4)
6 (8.7)

0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
2 (18.2)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
2 (15.4)
0 (0.0)
1 (9.1)
1 (9.1)

0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (4.5)
2 (9.1)
1 (4.5)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
4 (17.4)
2 (9.1)
2 (9.1)
6 (26.1)
1 (4.5)
2 (9.1)
3 (13.6)

7 (8.4)

6 (6.5)

0 (0.0)

0 (0.0)

Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

General Code
Specific Code

34.898
85.753

18
57

Asymp. Sig.
(2 sided)
0.10
.008

Table 12
Question 20
Under what circumstances would you want your partner to have an abortion?
Abortion Codes

No Circumstance
Every Circumstance
Exceptions
Mother/Woman
Relationship Status
Unwanted Child
Not Ready
Financial Reasons
Health Risks
Other
Age
Child/Fetus
Health Risks
Birth Defects
Other
Situation
Rape
Accidental Pregnancy
Health
Other

Pro-Choice
n (%)
2 (3.1)
1 (1.6)

Abortion Identity
Pro-Life
Some Other
n (%)
n (%)
22 (40.7)
3 (25.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

I don’t know
n (%)
3 (16.7)
0 (0.0)

36 (56.3)
2 (3.8)
3 (5.7)
6 (11.3)
10 (18.9)
7 (13.2)
6 (11.3)
2 (3.8)
1 (1.6)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (1.9)
16 (25.0)
14 (26.4)
2 (3.8)
5 (7.8)
3 (4.7)

14 (25.9)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
13 (44.8)
1 (3.4)
0 (0.0)
4 (7.4)
1 (3.4)
2 (6.9)
1 (3.4)
11 (20.4)
11 (37.9)
0 (0.0)
2 (3.7)
1 (1.9)

11 (61.1)
1 (7.1)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
2 (14.3)
3 (21.4)
4 (28.6)
1 (7.1)
1 (5.6)
1 (7.1)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
2 (11.1)
2 (14.3)
0 (0.0)
1 (5.6)
0 (0.0)

Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

General Code
Specific Code

36.870
47.536

18
33

Asymp. Sig.
(2 sided)
.005
.049

6 (50.0)
1 (12.5)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (12.5)
3 (37.5)
1 (12.5)
0 (0.0)
1 (8.3)
0 (0.0)
1 (12.5)
0 (0.0)
1 (8.3)
1 (12.5)
0 (0.0)
1 (8.3)
0 (0.0)

Table 13
Question 21
Under what circumstances would not want your partner to not have an abortion?
Abortion Codes

No Circumstance
Every Circumstance
Exceptions
Mother/Woman
Relationship Status
Unwanted Child
Financial Reason
My Child
Not Ready
Other
Ready
Wanted Child
Child/Fetus
Birth Defects
Stage of Pregnancy
Situation
Accidental Pregnancy
Health
Other

Pro-Choice
n (%)
2 (3.8)
2 (3.8)
1 (1.9)
36 (67.9)
5 (11.6)
5 (11.6)
8 (18.6)
2 (4.7)
1 (2.3)
9 (20.9)
3 (7.0)
3 (7.0)
4 (7.5)
1 (2.3)
3 (7.0)
3 (5.7)
3 (7.0)

Abortion Identity
Pro-Life
Some Other
n (%)
n (%)
2 (3.7)
0 (0.0)
22 (40.7)
2 (20.0)
6 (11.1)
1 (10.0)
16 (29.6)
6 (60.0)
0 (0.0)
3 (42.9)
5 (23.8)
0 (0.0)
2 (9.5)
0 (0.0)
1 (4.8)
0 (0.0)
3 (14.3)
0 (0.0)
5 (23.8)
3 (42.9)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (1.9)
0 (0.0)
1 (4.8)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
4 (7.4)
1 (10.0)
4 (19.0)
1 (14.3)

I don’t know
n (%)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (7.7)
9 (69.2)
2 (16.7)
0 (0.0)
4 (33.3)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
2 (16.7)
1 (8.3)
0 (0.0)
1 (7.7)
1 (8.3)
0 (0.0)
2 (15.4)
2 (16.7)

5 (9.4)

3 (5.6)

0 (0.0)

Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

General Code
Specific Code

40.571
35.530

18
30

Asymp. Sig.
(2 sided)
.002
.224

0 (0.0)

Table 14
Question 22
When deciding whether or not you think your partner should have an abortion, whose opinion
would have the most influence on you? List all relevant individuals.
Abortion Codes
Abortion Identity
Pro-Choice
Pro-Life
Some Other
I don’t know
n (%)
n (%)
n (%)
n (%)
No One Else’s
0 (0.0)
1 (1.5)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
My Own
7 (12.1)
6 (8.8)
1 (8.3)
1 (7.7)
Parents
9 (15.5)
11 (16.2)
2 (16.7)
2 (15.4)
Mom
2 (3.4)
2 (2.9)
1 (8.3)
4 (30.8)
Father
3 (5.2)
1 (1.5)
0 (0.0)
1(7.7)
Family
2 (3.4)
12 (17/6)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
Siblings
1 (1.7)
3 (4.4)
1 (8.3)
0 (0.0)
Grandparents
1 (1.7)
1 (1.5)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
My Partners
21 (36.2)
16 (23.5)
4 (33.3)
3 (23.1)
Friends
6 (10.3)
2 (2.9)
0 (0.0)
1 (7.7)
Religion
1 (1.7)
8 (11.8)
2 (16.7)
0 (0.0)
Doctors
1 (1.7)
3 (4.4)
0 (0.0)
1 (7.7)
Other
4 (6.9)
2 (2.9)
1 (8.3)
0 (0.0)
Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

General Code

47.606

36

Asymp. Sig.
(2 sided)
.093

Table 15
Question 23
If you and your partner’s decision about whether or not to have an abortion differed from those
mentioned above, what do you think some of the resulting consequences of the decision might
be?
Abortion Codes
Abortion Identity
Pro-Choice
Pro-Life
Some Other
I don’t know
n (%)
n (%)
n (%)
n (%)
No Change
7 (14.3)
4 (7.0)
2 (28.6)
1 (7.1)
Her Choice
2 (4.1)
4 (7.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
Separation
7 (14.3)
7 (12.3)
1 (14.3)
1 (7.1)
Family Conflict or
15 (30.6)
20 (35.1)
3 (42.9)
4 (28.6)
Negative Outcome
Guilt/ Regret
6 (12.2)
9 (15.8)
1 (14.3)
2 (14.3)
Other
12 (24.5)
13 (22.8)
0 (0.0)
6 (42.9)
Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

General Code

9.983

15

Asymp. Sig.
(2 sided)
.821

Table 16
Question 24
Under what circumstances would you consider having an abortion?
Abortion Codes

No Circumstance
Every Circumstance
Exceptions
Mother/Woman
Has Had One
Age
One Night Stand
Education
Unwanted Child
Not Ready/ Unstable
Financial Reasons
Health Risks
Relationship Status
Other
Child/Fetus
Birth Defects
Health Risks
Situation
Rape
Incest
Accidental Pregnancy
Health
Other

Pro-Choice
n (%)
11 (4.4)
4 (1.6)

Abortion Identity
Pro-Life
Some Other
n (%)
n (%)
93 (57.1)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

I don’t know
n (%)
7 (21.2)
0 (0.0)

120 (47.8)
3 (1.3)
14 (6.1)
1 (0.4)
14 (6.1)
5 (2.2)
17 (7.4)
32 (14.0)
15 (6.6)
9 (3.9)
10 (4.4)
19 (17.6)
6 (2.6)
13 (5.7)
90 (35.9)
74 (32.3)
5 (2.2)
11 (4.8)
6 (2.4)
1 (0.4)

21 (12.9)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (1.6)
0 (0.0)
17 (27.0)
1 (1.6)
2 (3.2)
4 (2.5)
0 (0.0)
4 (6.3)
38 (23.3)
36 (57.1)
2 (3.2)
0 (0.0)
5 (3.1)
2 (1.2)

12 (36.4)
0 (0.0)
2 (7.7)
0 (0.0)
2 (7.7)
0 (0.0)
1 (3.8)
4 (15.4)
2 (7.7)
0 (0.0)
1 (3.8)
2 (6.1)
0 (0.0)
2 (7.7)
12 (36.4)
12 (46.2)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

General Code
Specific Code

179.238
74.800

18
42

Asymp. Sig.
(2 sided)
.000
.001

3 (30.0)
1 (11.1)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (11.1)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (11.1)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
6 (60.0)
5 (55.6)
0 (0.0)
1 (11.1)
0 (0.0)
1 (10.0)

Table 17
Question 25
Under what would you consider keeping a pregnancy to term?
Abortion Codes

No Circumstance
Every Circumstance
Exceptions
Mother/Woman
Relationship Status
Wanted Child
Financial Reasons
Ready
Age
Irresponsible
Adoption
Support
Education
Health Risks
Other
Child/Fetus
Birth Defects
Health Risks
Situation
Became Pregnant
Accidental
Pregnancy
Rape
Other
Consensual Sex
Health
Other

Pro-Choice
n (%)
3 (1.4)
18 (8.3)
4 (1.8)
172 (79.3)
37 (19.6)
19 (10.1)
45 (23.8)
31 (16.4)
7 (3.7)
5 (2.6)
3 (3.7)
6 (3.2)
6 (3.2)
1 (0.5)
8 (4.2)
3 (14.4)
1 (0.5)
2 (1.1)
14 (6.5)
4 (2.1)
4 (2.1)

Abortion Identity
Pro-Life
Some Other
n (%)
n (%)
3 (1.9)
0 (0.0)
95 (59.0)
1 (1.0)
6 (3.7)
0 (0.0)
31 (19.3)
8 (80.0)
6 (11.8)
5 (55.6)
1 (2.0)
0 (0.0)
3 (5.9)
1 (11.1)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (2.0)
1 (11.1)
4 (7.8)
0 (0.0)
4 (7.8)
0 (0.0)
3 (5.9)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
6 (11.8)
1 (11.1)
3 (5.9)
0 (0.0)
1 (0.6)
0 (0.0)
1 (2.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
19 (11.8)
1 (10.0)
6 (11.8)
0 (0.0)
1 (2.0)
0 (0.0)

I don’t know
n (%)
0 (0.0)
7 (20.0)
1 (2.9)
20 (5701)
3 (12.0)
1 (4.0)
4 (16.0)
3 (12.0)
0 (0.0)
1 (4.0)
2 (8.0)
2 (8.0)
2 (8.0)
0 (0.0)
2 (8.0)
1 (2.9)
0 (0.0)
1 (4.0)
4 (11.4)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

4 (2.1)
0 (0.0)
2 (1.1)
1 (0.5)
2 (0.9)

8 (15.7)
0 (0.0)
4 (7.8)
1 (0.6)
5 (3.1)

4 (16.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
2 (5.7)

Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

General Code
Specific Code

159.540
139.498

21
51

Asymp. Sig.
(2 sided)
.000
.000

0 (0.0)
1 (11.1)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

Table 18
Question 26
What are the top three reasons you would consider having an abortion?
Abortion Codes

No
Circumstance
Every
Circumstance
Exceptions
Mother/Woman
Education
Life Goals
Health Risks
Not Ready
Relationship
with the Father
Relationship
Status
Life Events
Financial
Reasons
Mental
Stability
Age
Support
Unwanted
Child
Bad Living
Conditions
Other
Child/Fetus
Health Risks
Birth Defects
Other
Situation
Rape
Incest
Accidental
Pregnancy
Other
Health

Abortion Identity
Some Other
n (%)
1 (5.3)

I don’t know
n (%)
8 (16.7)

Pro-Choice
n (%)
8 (2.3)

Pro-Life
n (%)
66 (30.4)

2 (0.6)

0 (0.0)

0 (0.0)

0 (0.0)

167 (47.3)
14 (4.5)
3 (1.0)
20 (6.4)
13 (4.1)
6 (1.9)

53 (24.4)
5 (3.7)
24 (17.6)
1 (0.7)
0 (0.0)

11 (57.9)
2 (11.1)
1 (5.6)
2 (11.1)
1 (5.6)
0 (0.0)

22 (45.8)
3 (7.9)
1 (2.6)
4 (10.5)
1 (2.6)
1 (2.6)

11 (3.5)

3 (2.2)

0 (0.0)

0 (0.0)

1 (0.3)
46 (14.6)

0 (0.0)
7 (5.1)

0 (0.0)
2 (11.1)

0 (0.0)
6 (15.8)

4 (1.3)

1 (0.7)

0 (0.0)

0 (0.0)

18 (5.7)
6 (1.9)
4 (1.3)

5 (3.7)
1 (0.7)
0 (0.0)

0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

1 (2.6)
2 (5.3)
1 (2.6)

3 (1.0)

0 (0.0)

0 (0.0)

1 (2.6)

18 (5.7)
25 (7.1)
13 (4.1)
11 (3.5)
1 (0.3)
122 (34.6)
99 (31.5)
13 (4.1)
8 (2.5)

6 (4.4)
24 (11.1)
22 (16.2)
2 (1.5)
0 (0.0)
59 (27.2)
52 (38.2)
4 (2.9)
1 (0.7)

3 (16.7)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
7 (36.8)
5 (27.8)
0 (0.0)
2 (11.1)

1 (2.6)
3 (6.3)
3 (7.9)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
13 (27.1)
13 (34.2)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

2 (0.6)
27 (7.6)

2 (1.5)
12 (5.5)

0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

0 (0.0)
2 (4.2)

Other

2 (0.6)

3 (1.4)

Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

General Code
Specific Code

116.345
94.010

18
60

Asymp. Sig.
(2 sided)
.000
.003

0 (0.0)

0 (0.0)

Table 19
Question 27
What are the top three reasons you would not consider having an abortion?
Abortion Codes

No Circumstance
Every Circumstance
Exceptions
Mother/Woman
Has Had One
Murder
It’s Wrong
Against my Beliefs
Religion
Financial Reasons
Adoption
Ready
Not Ready
Health Risks
Support
Family
Relationship Status
Father/ Partner
Age
Wanted Child
Unwanted Child
Taking Responsibility
Emotional Issues
Social Reasons
Selfish
My Child
Education
Love/ Part of Me
Other
Child/Fetus
Health Risks
Birth Defects
Life
Right to Live
Stage of Pregnancy
Other

Pro-Choice
n (%)
5 (1.6)
3 (0.9)
2 (0.6)
268 (84.8)
0 (0.0)
5 (1.7)
1 (0.3)
3 (1.0)
10 (3.4)
45 (15.2)
10 (3.4)
16 (5.4)
5 (1.7)
1 (0.3)
15 (5.1)
6 (2.0)
35 (11.8)
12 (4.1)
13 (4.4)
19 (6.4)
5 (1.7)
5 (1.7)
15 (5.1)
8 (2.7)
6 (2.0)
2 (0.7)
3 (1.0)
3 (1.0)
26 (8.8)
12 (3.8)
4 (1.4)
1 (0.3)
1 (0.3)
2 (0.7)
4 (1.4)
0 (0.0)

Abortion Identity
Pro-Life
Some Other
n (%)
n (%)
1 (0.3)
0 (0.0)
19 (6.1)
1 (5.6)
3 (1.0)
0 (0.0)
220 (70.3)
15 (83.3)
0 (0.0)
1 (5.9)
27 (9.5)
3 (17.6)
8 (2.8)
0 (0.0)
13 (4.6)
0 (0.0)
22 (7.7)
0 (0.0)
14 (4.9)
3 (17.6)
14 (4.9)
3 (17.6)
2 (0.7)
0 (0.0)
11 (3.9)
0 (0.0)
4 (1.4)
0 (0.0)
5 (1.8)
1 (5.9)
3 (1.1)
0 (0.0)
6 (2.1)
1 (5.9)
3 (1.1)
0 (0.0)
10 (3.5)
1 (5.9)
8 (2.8)
1 (5.9)
8 (2.8)
1 (5.9)
14 (4.9)
0 (0.0)
11 (3.9)
1 (5.9)
3 (1.1)
0 (0.0)
6 (2.1)
0 (0.0)
5 (1.8)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
4 (1.4)
0 (0.0)
19 (6.7)
1 (5.9)
39 (12.5)
1 (5.6)
2 (0.7)
0 (0.0)
4 (1.4)
0 (0.0)
15 (5.3)
1 (5.9)
16 (5.6)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
2 (0.7)
0 (0.0)

I don’t know
n (%)
1 (1.7)
0 (0.0)
1 (1.7)
50 (84.7)
0 (0.0)
3 (5.5)
0 (0.0)
4 (7.3)
4 (7.3)
1 (1.8)
1 (1.8)
0 (0.0)
1 (1.3)
1 (1.8)
2 (3.6)
2 (3.6)
3 (5.5)
1 (1.8)
1 (1.8)
1 (1.8)
0 (0.0)
1 (1.8)
7 (7.3)
2 (3.6)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
2 (3.6)
1 (1.8)
9 (16.4)
3 (5.1)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
2 (3.6)
1 (1.8)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

Situation
Rape
Accidental Pregnancy
Unprotected Sex
Other
Health
Other

15 (4.7)
3 (1.0)
5 (1.7)
4 (1.4)
3 (1.0)
4 (1.3)
7 (2.2)

Pearson Chi-Square

Value

General Code
Specific Code

48.718
246.324

25 (8.0)
4 (1.4)
7 (2.5)
9 (3.2)
4 (1.4)
2 (0.6)
4 (1.3)
df

Asymp. Sig.
(2 sided)
21 .001
102 .000

1 (5.6)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)

2 (3.4)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
2 (3.4)
0 (0.0)

Table 20
Question 28
When deciding whether or not you to have an abortion, whose opinion would have the most
influence on your decision? List all relevant individuals.
Abortion Codes

All
Mom
Dad
Aunts/ Uncles
Parents
Grandparents
Siblings
Family
Partner
Father of the Child
My Own
Friends
Religion
Health Professional
Other

Pro-Choice
n (%)
0 (0.0)
46 (13.9)
18 (5.5)
6 (1.8)
24 (7.3)
8 (2.4)
16 (4.8)
26 (7.9)
44 (13.3)
44 (13.3)
46 (13.9)
32 (9.7)
7 (2.1)
6 (1.8)
7 (2.1)

Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

General Code

94.920

42

Abortion Identity
Pro-Life
Some Other
n (%)
n (%)
1 (0.3)
0 (0.0)
40 (10.8)
6 (24.0)
18 (4.9)
5 (20.0)
5 (1.4)
0 (0.0)
49 (13.3)
1 (4.0)
7 (1.9)
0 (0.0)
18 (4.9)
0 (0.0)
40 (10.8)
0 (0.0)
28 (7.6)
2 (8.0)
30 (8.1)
3 (12.0)
33 (8.9)
3 (12.0)
39 (10.6)
3 (12.0)
49 (13.3)
1 (4.0)
5 (1.4)
0 (0.0)
7 (1.9)
1 (4.0)
Asymp. Sig.
(2 sided)
.000

I don’t know
n (%)
0 (0.0)
4 (6.2)
3 (4.6)
0 (0.0)
12 (18.5)
2 (3.1)
2 (3.1)
10 (15.4)
3 (4.6)
13 (20.0)
4 (6.2)
4 (6.2)
3 (4.6)
2 (3.1)
3 (4.6)

Table 21
Question 29
If your decision whether or not to have an abortion differed from those mentioned above, what
do you think some of the resulting consequences of your decision might be?
Abortion Codes
Abortion Identity
Pro-Choice
Pro-Life
Some Other
I don’t know
n (%)
n (%)
n (%)
n (%)
No Issues
17 (9.9)
19 (11.5)
1 (11.1)
4 (10.8)
Keep the Child
1 (0.6)
1 (0.6)
0 (0.0)
0 (0.0)
Might Change my Mind 6 (3.5)
3 (1.8)
0 (0.0)
1 (2.7)
They would Support
10 (5.8)
9 (5.5)
0 (0.0)
1 (2.7)
Me
Judged
4 (2.3)
4 (2.4)
1 (11.1)
0 (0.0)
They would be Angry
18 (10.5)
14 (8.5)
1 (11.1)
5 (13.5)
Loss of Support/
8 (4.7)
3 (1.8)
0 (0.0)
1 (2.7)
Respect
Mental Issues
16 (9.3)
12 (7.3)
1 (11.1)
4 (10.8)
Guilt/ Shame/ Regret
18 (10.5)
34 (20.6)
0 (0.0)
6 (16.2)
Disappointment
10 (5.8)
8 (4.8)
1 (11.1)
1 (2.7)
Doubt/ Scared
2 (1.2)
3 (1.8)
0 (0.0)
1 (2.7)
Damage to
25 (14.5)
14 (8.5)
1 (11.1)
3 (8.1)
Relationships
Support the Child on
4 (2.3)
2 (1.2)
1 (11.1)
2 (5.4)
my own
Education
1 (0.6)
2 (1.2)
0 (0.0)
1 (2.7)
Other
32 (18.6)
37 (22.4)
2 (22.2)
7 (18.9)
Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

General Code

30.143

42

Asymp. Sig.
(2 sided)
.914

Appendix B

Abortion Complexity Code Book
General Codes A (10-14), B (15-21), C (24-27)
Category
1. No Circumstance

Description
This code would be anything
that mentions that they feel
there is not a circumstance
where a woman be allowed
access.

Examples
Never
None
There are none
No reasons

2. Every
Circumstance

This code would be anything
that mentions that they think
that a woman should be
allowed access under all
circumstances.

All
Any
Always
All of the time
Under every circumstance

3. Exceptions

This code would be anything
that mentions that they said no
circumstance or every
circumstance but had
exceptions.

All others
All other circumstances
Any other reason

4. Mother/Woman

This code would be anything
that mentions a circumstance
that is related to the mother.

5. Child/Fetus

This code would be anything
that mentions a circumstance
that is related to the child.
This code would be anything
that mentions the situation of
the pregnancy

Age
Her choice
Not ready
Financial Reasons
Birth control
Unwanted child
Careless
Health risks for the mother
Education
Stage of pregnancy
Health risks for the child
Birth defects
Rape
Consensual Sex
Unprotected Sex
Incest
Accidental pregnancy
Unprotected sex

6. Situation

7. Other

The code would be anything
that does not fit with any of the Because it didn't work
categories.
Lots of people want children
If they did not
It can be dangerous

8. Health

This code would be anything
that mentions a general health
reason that does not specify
mother or child.

if there are medical issues
if they are healthy
physical health issues
health risks

Specific Codes A (10-14)
A. Question Number 10
Please explain why or why not
Yes
4. Mother/Woman
4.01 Safety
-mentions the woman should have a safe way
to have an abortion

Illustrative Items
If a woman chooses to do that, there’s supposed
to be a safe way
I think if a woman has an abortion then she
should have access to have it done safely
Women deserve to have safe health care
They should have access to a safe and legal
abortion
When we fail to offer women safe, legal
practices we are harming her as an individual

4.02 Health Risks
- mentions the health of the woman

If it is endangering the welfare of the mother
There are cases when the women’s life are
endangered danger
If there is a major defect that will kill the
mother
If there are health issues with the mother and it
is not safe for het to have a child, I believe she
should at least have the access to a safe abortion

4.03 Financial Reasons
- mentions financial reasons

Depending on financial issues
She should do what she wishes due to financial
issues
A women has the option to hand her child over
to the powers that be if she finds herself unable
or unwilling to take care of it
When the person cannot provide for the child
and that is knows when that person gets
pregnant
I believe some women are just not suited for
mother hood at some points in their life stably
or financially

4.04 Her Choice
-mentions the decision being up to the woman

It is up to women to decide whether they should
keep their child or not
Although a woman’s actions led to conceiving a
child, she should not be legally tethered to it
A women can choose whether or not she can
handle the responsibility of having a child

Should only be women’s choice
Because it’s their life and their choice
It’s their choice

4.05 Her Body
-mentions that is her is her body

4.06 Other
-mentions anything that does not fit with any
of the categories.

Because it’s their bodies
Women have the right to choose what they do
their own bodies
It is a women’s choice what she does with her
body
It’s her body
Because women should be able to choose what
to do with their own bodies
It is their bodies; they should be able to choose

There are always exceptions
People are going to have sex and I know getting
pregnant is a risk but it changes your whole life
for better or worse
If the person is not in the right state of mind to
have a child

4.07 Things Happen
-mentions that mistakes or unexpected things
happen

Unexpected things happen.
Mistakes happen
Things happen. Mistakes happen.
I think woman make mistakes and if they genuinely
learned from their mistakes I believe they should be
able to get a legal and safe abortion

5. Child/Fetus
5.01 Birth Defects
-mentions the child being in danger

Illustrative Items
There are cases when fetus is deformed or in
danger
If there is a major defect that will kill the
child

5.02 Other
- mentions anything that does not fit with any
of the categories.

So many children up for adoption
As crude as it sounds, saving one life could
end up hurting many others in a lot of ways

6. Situation

Illustrative Items

6.01 Situation
-mentions that it depends on the situation

It is very situational
Every situation is unique
Although I am pro-life, I do believe there are
certain situations that an abortion could be an
option, but not the first choice
I think there are certain situations where they
should have the right to abort
I’m pro-life but I believe that in some
situations abortion should be an option
There are many situations in which women
cannot raise a healthy child

6.02 Circumstance
In certain circumstances, I think they should
- mentions that it depends on the circumstance be able to decide for themselves
Only under extreme circumstances
Only under very crucial circumstances
Different circumstances may cause an
abortion to be necessary to cope with actions
that may have caused the pregnancy in the
first place
Choice is based on circumstance
6.03 Rape
- mentions the woman becoming pregnant out
of rape

6.04Other
-mentions anything that does not fit with any
of the categories

In case of rape
I believe only in the instance of rape
Only in some cases, for instance rape
She should do what she wishes due to rape
In the case that someone was raped I feel it
should be okay to have a legal abortion
Because 80% of Americans are stupid and do
not really look into SEX until it’s TOO late
I hate abortion but I also hate seeing lives turn
out the way they do for the parents and
children alike. Best is just to have safe sex, or
not have sex at all.

A. Question Number 10
Please explain why or why not
No
4. Mother/Woman
4.01 Murder
-mentions that abortion is murder

4.02 Irresponsible
- mentions the woman becoming pregnant by
being irresponsible

4.03 Religion
- mentions religion

4.04Other
-mentions anything that does not fit with any
of the categories.

Illustrative Items
It’s murder
It is cruel and it is murder
I do not believe in killing an innocent baby
It’s an act of killing, to me
Abortion is killing life
It’s killing someone
I think if you make the choice to have sex with
a person it should not be an option to end a
mistake
You made the choice to have sex and by having
sex you know the possible outcome
Girls have the choice to have sex and wear
protection
If you decide to have consensual sex than you
should have to deal with “consequences” of that
Against my religion
It is against my religious beliefs
From a Christian standpoint, I feel that abortion
is wrong. All children are gifts from God.
A life is created by God
Having to live with that you killed a life and
threw it in the trash would hurt you longer than
the fact that your virtue was just taken from you
but not it has pushed you into choices that you
have to live with forever
If the person does not want the kid, putting it up
for adoption is always a choice

5. Child/Fetus
5.01 Right to live
-mentions that they child has the right to live

Illustrative Items
Everyone deserves a chance at life
I believe life should not be taken away from
those who have no control of a situation
I feel like every baby has the right to live
I believe every life created has the right to
live

5.02 Life
- mentions that the child is considered

A life is important
I believe there are two lives in the equation

Abortion should not be allowed because,
although in the womb, babies are still living
A fetus is a life too
Life begins at conception
6. Situation
6.01 Other
-mentions anything that does not fit with the
categories

Illustrative Items
In the case of rape victims that’s kind of
wonky but you’re going to have troubles
getting over that regardless if you get
pregnant or not.
It can promote unsafe sex because you can
easily access an abortion clinic

A. Question Number 11
Under what circumstances do you believe women should have access to safe, legal
abortion?
4. Mother/Woman
4.01 Her Choice
-mentions the decision being up to the woman

4.02 Financial Reasons
-mentions financial reasons as a circumstance

4.03 Bad Living Conditions
- mentions that if the child would be born into
a bad situation or environment

4.04 Age
- mentions the age of the woman

4.05Health Risks
-mentions the health of the woman

4.06 Education
-mentions the woman’s education as a
circumstance
4.07 Unwanted child
-mentions the child being unwanted
4.08 Other
- mentions anything that does not fit with any
of the categories.

Illustrative Items
If the woman isn’t ready to be a mother yet,
then they should be able to do what they choose
Whenever she wants and feels that it is in her
best interest
Financial reasons
Financial issues
Poverty
Unable to provide for the child
There is no way they can care for the child
anyway
Unfit parent
Mentally
When the situation is not good for the baby
If they do not have their lives under control
Too young
If they are a very young age
Under a certain age (18)
Teen pregnancy
When they are below the age of (16)
If there is a clear danger to the health of the
women
If it would be medically unsafe for the woman
to carry or give birth to the developing child
There are cases when the women’s life is
endangered
If it is detrimental to the mothers health
If not woman could die
Threatening a mother’s life
If birthing the child will kill the mother
If the mother is at a point in her life where a
pregnancy would negatively affect her
education or living situation
If she wants to finish schooling
Unwanted pregnancy
They truly do not want to have a child
Outside of marriage
Some safe legal abortions may not turn out how
the pregnant mothers want them to go--still
become pregnant

5. Child/Fetus
5.01 Stage of Pregnancy
-mentions how far along in the pregnancy the
woman is

5.02 Health Risks
-mentions the health of the Child

5.03 Birth Defects
- mentions the child having a birth defect

Illustrative Items
Before the third trimester
Any time before the fetus has fully developed
If the fetus does not have a heartbeat
No longer than a month along in the pregnancy
Early in the pregnancy
There are cases when the fetus’s life is
endangered
If the women has a disease that will affect the
baby
If they know there is no way that the fetus will
survive
Health of fetus
If the child will not live
Baby’s life in danger
Birth Defects
If the fetus is deformed
If the baby has known abnormalities
If the woman knows the child will have
horrible birth defects
Extreme physical complications of the baby

6. Situation

Illustrative Items

6.01 Rape

Rape
After raped
-mentions the woman becoming pregnant out Rape cases
of rape
Possible raped
In the case of rape
As a result of rape
Conceptions from rape
6.02 Incest
Incest
- mentions the woman becoming pregnant out When it is incest
of incest
Victim of incest
If a woman has had incest relations
Again it depend on the circumstances
6.03 Circumstance
- mentions that it depends on the circumstance Depends on their case
under the circumstances
those circumstances
6.04Accidental Pregnancy
-mentions the pregnancy being an accident

Unintentional pregnancy
accidental pregnancy
unplanned pregnancies

A. Question Number 12
Under what circumstances do you believe that women should NOT have access to safe,
legal abortion?
4. Mother/Woman
4.01 Just Because
-mentions if they have no reason

Illustrative Items
If they do not have a logical reason
If there is no apparent reason for the abortion

4.02 Birth Control
-mentions the woman using the abortion as a
form of birth control

As a form of birth control
An abortion should not be one’s sole method
of birth control
Using it as a form of birth control is an awful
thing as well
If they are careless and abusing their rights
such as using it as birth control
Over the age of 16
Anyone under the age of 17
Teen pregnancies, especially.
If the woman is over 18 and takes
responsibility then she should not be able to
By not having safe sex
Because they had unprotected sex and
accidently got pregnant
Broken Condom
Not wearing protection
Being an Idiot
Poor choices that resulted in undesired
pregnancy
When a pregnancy is caused by stupidity
When they have the means to properly raise
the child
If they can afford it and would take care of it
If they are able to raise the baby comfortably
If they have the resources to have the child
they should
If the mother is not financially stable
Not being able to support the child
In cases of an unwanted child
Not wanting the child
Just doesn’t want the child
If she did not want to raise the baby
Doesn’t want to have a kid right now
Not wanted
If she became pregnant at a young age or
simply does not want the baby

4.03 Age
- mentions the age of the woman

4.04Irresponsible
-mentions the woman becoming pregnant by
being irresponsible

4.05Financial Reason
-mentions financial reasons as a circumstance

4.06Unwanted Child
-mentions the child being unwanted

4.07Not Ready
-mentions the woman not being ready to have
a child

4.08Health Risks
-mentions health of the woman

4.09Number of Abortions
-mentions the number of abortions a woman
can have/ has had

4.10Adoption
-mentions adoption

4.11Other
-mentions anything that does not fit with any
of the categories

4.12Relationship Status
-mentions the relationship status of the
woman
4.13Murder
-mentions that an abortion is murder

Just because she “doesn't feel ready to raise
to a child”
Not ready to be a mom/ scared
Fear of taking care of a baby
Just because they can't handle a child either
monetarily or emotionally
If there is no danger to herself, she should
not be able to get an abortion
Any other circumstances other than if having
the child will bring physical harm to the
mother.
Any reason other than it put the life of the
woman at danger. That is a life and how
could you just kill it. Abortion is murder.
If they have over 1 or 2 abortions they
should be denied
If it happens more than once
They have had multiple abortions before
If they have had numerous within a time
frame
If they could have their baby and put it
up for adoption. Adoption is a great choice
for many people.
Inside the marriage even if they can't handle
it, put it up for adoption
If they are under the influence or have not
carefully thought every other option they
have
When she is running away
from responsibility
Loving Family
If they are married
in a strong relationship
if she legally married her husband has right
to decide with her
It is a living thing that could go on to do
great things in this world. Why kill a
potential human?
It is killing a human being
It is a life that you are taking away

4.14Her Choice
-mentions it being the woman’s choice

4.15Safety
-mentions the woman should have a safe way
to have an abortion

4.16Father of the Child
-mentions the father of the child

Every woman has a choice, it only matters if
they make the right one, and if they make the
wrong one at least it is safe, and legal.
I believe its peoples individual choice
Still not my call
not at all, but if they do it should be safe
I believe that if women did not have access
to a safe and legal abortion, they would find
other means to have their baby aborted.
I think that if a woman is going to get an
abortion, she should do it in a safe manner.

in spite of the father
If there is a father involved that may be
willing to take care of the child.
wanting to abort baby bc of problems with
father

5. Child/Fetus
5.01 Stage of Pregnancy
- mentions how far along in the pregnancy the
woman is

Illustrative Items
After the third trimester
After the second trimester
Long term abortions shouldn’t be allowed
After a certain point in her pregnancy
Later in the pregnancy, after certain amount
of weeks
When the baby starts to form
When the baby is really close to the due date

5.02 Health Risks
-mentions health of the child

If there is no danger to the child, she should
not be able to get an abortion

5.03 Birth Defects
- mentions the child having a birth defect

Birth Defect
Infant deformities or Infant disabilities
When there are disabilities
Because her baby may be at risk for defects

5.04Other
-mentions anything that does not fit with any
of the other categories

That the child will suffer.

6. Situation
6.01 Consensual Sex
- mentions the pregnancy being an outcome of
consensual sex

Illustrative Items
Any baby made through consensual sex
If she decides to have consensual sex and gets
pregnant If she just have sex with their
boyfriend and don't want to deal with the
outcome
If a woman is having consensual, unprotected
sex and gets pregnant
The sexual act was consensual

6.02 Accidental Pregnancy
-mentions the pregnancy being an accident

Pregnancy by accident
Accidental pregnancy
Unplanned pregnancy

6.03 Rape
- mentions the woman becoming pregnant out
of rape

Any circumstance other than rape
Pretty much everything except rape
In case of rape
A non-rape case

A. Question Number 13
What are the top three most acceptable reasons for a woman to seek an abortion?
4. Mother/Woman
4.01 Her Choice
-mentions the decision being up to the woman
4.02 Financial Reasons
-mentions financial reasons as a reason

4.03 Bad Living Conditions
- mentions that if the child would be born into
a bad situation or environment

4.04 Health Risks
-mentions the health of the woman

4.05 Age
-mentions the age of the woman

4.06Unwanted Child
-mentions the child being unwanted

4.07Mental Issues
-mentions the woman being mentally unstable

Illustrative Items
Right to choose
Because she wants it or needs it
Because she wants to
Financial Issues
Financial situation
Not financially stable
Economic troubles
Too poor
Not being able to provide for the child
Has no ability to care for the child
If the baby will be born into horrible
conditions
If she is not living a good lifestyle
Unhealthy relationship
Domestic violence
Drug addict
When it will cause direct harm to the woman
to give birth
Threatens the life of the mother
Physical problems causing risks to the
mother
If the woman's life is in danger
Danger to the mother’s life
Sick mother
Jeopardizes her health
Age
Too young
Underage
Teenager
Under 18
Very young pregnancy
Teenage pregnancy
If nobody is willing to take care of the baby
She does not want the baby
Not wanting to have kids with the person they
are with
Not wanting a child
Not ready to have kids
Mental issues
Mentality of parents
Mental Instability
Mentally unstable

4.08Relationship Status
-mentions the relationship status of the
woman
4.09Life Circumstances
-mentions life circumstances
4.10Education
-mentions the woman’s education as a reason
4.11Other
-mentions anything that does not fit with any
of the other categories

4.12Unable to raise a Child
-mentions that the women is unable to raise a
child

4.13Not Ready
-mentions the woman not being ready to have
a child

Mental Illness
Woman not mentally stable
If they are not married
Single
Change in life circumstances
Life circumstances
If they are still in school
If it would prevent them from receiving an
education
Carelessness and irresponsibility
If there are complications for the mother to
carry it
Career and want for one
Not a good excuse
Religion
physically not qualified to be a mother
negligent mother
they cannot raise the child
if she can't raise the baby successfully
incapable of raising a child
not ready to have kids
The woman is not ready to raise a child
not ready
she isn't ready for a baby

5. Child/Fetus
5.01 Health Risks
- mentions the health of the child

Illustrative Items
Health of the baby
Child has a rare untreatable disease
Sick baby
If the child will die due to being born
Child cannot live
Their infant’s body is in danger
Baby's life in danger

5.02 Birth Defects
-mentions the child having a birth defect

Birth defects
Problems with the baby
Really drastic birth defects
Severely disabled

5.03Other

If the baby will face traumatic problems after
birth
If the mother is carrying an alien being hell
bent on earth's destruction

-mentions anything that does not fit with any
of the other categories
6. Situation
6.01 Rape
- mentions the woman becoming pregnant out
of rape

6.02Incest/ Molestation

Illustrative Items
Rape
Rape victim
Getting raped
Having been raped
Case of rape
Sexual assault
If a criminal act induced the pregnancy
Incest
Molestation

-mentions the woman becoming pregnancy
out of incest or molestation
6.03Accidental Pregnancy
-mentions the pregnancy being an accident
6.04Other
-mentions anything that does not fit with any
of the other categories

Unplanned pregnancy
Unintended pregnancy
Mistake
Accident
I believe that you should consider these aspects
prior to having sex without protection
one night stand

A. Question Number 14
What are the top three most unacceptable reasons for a woman to seek an abortion?
4. Mother/Woman
4.01 Her Choice
-mentions the decision being up to the woman
4.02 Birth Control
-mentions using abortion as a form of birth
control
4.03 Alcohol
-mentions if there was alcohol involved

4.04 Relationship Status
-mentions the relationship status of the
woman

4.05 Not ready
-mentions the woman not being ready to have
a child

4.06 Still want to party
-mentions that the woman still wants to party

4.07 Regret
-mentions the woman would feel regret or
shame as a result
4.08 Unwanted Child
-mentions the child being unwanted

4.09 Lazy/ Selfish
-mentions the woman being lazy or selfish

Illustrative Items
Women’s rights
I think it is a woman’s choice to determine
what is or is not acceptable
As a form of birth control
Form of birth control
For birth control
Using abortion as contraceptives
Drunk
Drunk at the time of conception
Alcohol
“I was drunk”
Intoxicated sex with consent
They are not married
Not married
They are not in a viable relationship
Unwilling to be a single mother
Married
Wasn’t ready for kids
Not ready
I’m not ready to be a parent
Fear
Scared of commitment to child care
Bad timing
I want to party still
They want to drink or smoke
Because they would rather party than have a
child
Regret
Shame
Not wanting a child
Unwanted pregnancy
Does not want kids
They do not want it
Not wanting another child
Simply not wanting a child at that time
Changed mind
Lazy
Laziness
Unwilling
Selfish

4.10 Number of Abortions
-mentions the number of abortions a woman
can have/ has had
4.11 Just Because
-mentions the woman not having a good
reason for the abortion
4.12Easy Out
-mentions the abortion being used as an easy
way out
4.13Age
-mentions the age of the woman

4.14Social Reasons
-mentions social reasons
4.15Financial Reasons
-mentions financial reasons

4.16Irresponsible
-mentions the woman being irresponsible

4.17Stupidity
-mentions the woman showing stupidity
4.18Conflict with the Father and Others
-mentions the woman having conflict with
other people

Selfishness
It’s Selfish
They have done it multiple times
If they have had one before
If she repeatedly seeks abortions
Multiple abortions have previously occurred
Just because
Because she can
Just because it is an option
For the sake of just having one
Easy “out”
It is an easy fix to the problem
Using abortion to cop out of real life
consequences
Think it’s just easy to have an abortion
Age
young
Teen pregnancy
Being a teenage
Because they are too young
I’m too young to have a child
Social reasons
Maintain a “good” reputation
Embarrassed that pregnant
Cannot afford
Financially unstable
Financial Reasons
They are too poor
If that person is old enough and healthy and
can have it or provide someone else with the
baby
Capable
Not responsible behavior
Irresponsible
Because she is not responsible
Lack of responsibility
Not wanting responsibility
Careless
Stupidity
Out of stupidity
Thought she would not get pregnant
The male involved wants to keep
Cheated on partner
Father does not want it
To hurt the father
Because the guy wants her to

4.19Religion
-mentions religion
4.20Murder/ Unethical
-mentions abortion as being murder or
unethical

4.21Inconvenience
-mentions the pregnancy as an inconvenience
4.22Education
-mentions the woman’s education
4.23Unwanted Gender
-mentions the gender being unwanted
4.24Other
-mentions anything that does not fit with any
of the other categories
4.25 Adoption
-mentions giving the baby up for adoption
4.26 Safety
-mentions the woman should have a safe way
to have an abortion
4.27 Health Risks
-mentions the health of the woman
4.28 Body
-mentions the woman not wanting change her
body

Significant other forcing
Do it because that’s what others tell them
they should do
Religious reasons
Play the role of god
Religion
Ending a life
It’s murder
It’s killing a person
It’s killing a human being
Unethical
It’s cruel
Inconvenience
Does not want to go through the pain of
having a baby
Discomfort
She wants to finish her education- she can
still go to school
Interference with school
They are unhappy with the number of babies
or gender
Do not like the gender that’s coming
Attention
Bragging rights
Because it is not a “good time”
It’s emotionally wrecking
provide someone else with the baby
ADOPTION!!
if you are able to have the baby and give him or
her up for adoption
seeks an unclean/unsafe one
I believe that if women did not have access to a
safe and legal abortion, they would find other
means to have their baby aborted.
they are doing it the unsafe way
Every reason is unacceptable unless the baby is
causing harm to the mother.
illness
Don't want to ruin body
If you don't want to get fat
she doesn't want to ruin her body
fear of losing body type
loss of figure

5. Child/Fetus
5.01Stage of Pregnancy
- mentions how far along in the pregnancy the
woman is
5.02 Health Risks
- mentions the health of the child
5.03Birth Defects
- mentions the child having a birth defect

5.04Other
-mentions anything that does not fit with any
of the other categories

Illustrative Items
After the third trimester
Third trimester
If it is in a certain stage of pregnancy
Health of the child
If the child has medical problems
Because they found out the child may have a
disorder such as Down syndrome
When the baby could have down
syndrome/disorder
Child has a disorder such as CP or Down
syndrome
Only if the fetus can survive on its
own should it not be killed if the woman
cannot carry out the pregnancy.

6. Situation
6.01 Unprotected Sex
- mentions the woman becoming pregnant
from unprotected sex

Illustrative Items
Couple did not use safe sex
Careless unprotected sex
Failed protection
No condom
Unsafe sex
No protection
Women who do not use protection
Because they did not use protection
6.02 Consensual Sex
Sex
Promiscuity
- mentions the pregnancy being an outcome of Consensual sex
consensual sex
One night stands
6.03Accidental Pregnancy
- mentions the pregnancy being an accident
6.04Rape
-mentions the woman becoming pregnancy
out of rape

Accidental
If it was an accident
It was unplanned
Unplanned pregnancy
Mistake
Rape
Being raped

Specific B (15-21)
Men’s Responses
B. Question Number 15
Under what circumstances would you be supportive of your partner getting an abortion?
4. Mother/Woman
4.01 Her Choice
-mentions the decision being up to the woman
4.02 Financial Reasons
-mentions financial reasons as a reason

4.03 Health Risks
- mentions the health of the woman

4.04 Both Agree
-mentions that they both agree on what they
should do

4.05 Not Ready
-mentions the woman not being ready to have
a child
4.06 Unwanted Child
-mentions the child being unwanted
4.07 Not my Child
-mentions the child not being his
4.08 Relationships Status
- mentions the relationship status of him and
the woman
4.09Other
-mentions anything that does not fit with the
other categories

Illustrative Items
It's her call and my job to be supportive on
whatever decision she decides
If we could not provide for it
If we cannot afford the child
We cannot support the baby
Under most circumstances, especially
financial
Perhaps partner is under life threatening
issues
If the baby was affecting the life of my
girlfriend
If the pregnancy endangered her own life
If my partners life were in danger
If child birth would kill her
If we agreed that it was not the right time to
have a child, assuming any partner I have at
this age I do not plan on marrying
If it suited both our interest
If we both agreed that the baby would not be
a blessing in our lives
If we could not raise it and it was still in an
early stage
If she was not ready
She is not ready
If my partner did not want the baby
If I did not want the baby
The baby was not mine
If we are not married or together

should be viewed as a last resort

death in the family
Whenever they have a legitimate excuse

5. Child/Fetus
5.01Birth Defects

Illustrative Items
A birth defect

- mentions the child having a birth defect
5.02Stage of Pregnancy

It was still in an early stage.
if it was very very early on in the pregnancy

-mentions how far along in the pregnancy the
woman is

6. Situation
6.01 Rape
- mentions the woman becoming pregnant out
of rape

6.02Incest
-mentions the women becoming pregnant out
of incest
6.03Accidental Pregnancy
-mentions the pregnancy being an accident

Illustrative Items
Rape
Date rape
If she were raped
If they were raped
None, unless she was raped
If the pregnancy was induced by a criminal
act by an outside party
case of incestual

if it was an accident and you know that the
baby will have a negative effect on your lives

B. Question Number 17
Under what circumstances would you not be supportive of your partner getting an
abortion?
4. Mother/Woman
Illustrative Items
4.01 Relationship Status
-mentions the relationship status of the
woman

If you're married
We are married
If we are together in a committed relationship
or married I would at least like to voice my
opinion

4.02 Financial Reasons
-mentions financial reasons as a circumstance

If I wanted the baby and I could afford it
We are making a good living together
Financial reasons
If she is not financially stable
If we can afford to have the child
She does not want it
If she just did not want the child
If she just wanted to not have the baby
That she did not want the kid because she was
just too lazy to raise the newborn
If she wants to get pregnant with my baby
If we talked about having kids

4.03 Unwanted Child
-mentions the child being unwanted

4.04 Wanted Child
-mentions the child being wanted
4.05 Irresponsible
- mentions the woman becoming pregnant by
being irresponsible
4.06 Not my Child
-mentions the child not being his
4.07 Other
-mentions anything that does not fit with the
other categories

Being Dumb
If the pregnancy was an act of carelessness

5. Child/Fetus
5.01Birth Defects

Illustrative Items
The child had a disorder/abnormality

- mentions the child having a birth defect

If it is by another partner
Someone else's baby
Promiscuity
Alcoholic
Adultery
Bored
If it did not support both of our interest

5.02Stage of Pregnancy
-mentions how far along in the pregnancy the
woman is

6. Situation
6.01 Unprotected Sex
- mentions the woman becoming pregnant
from unprotected sex
6.02Accidental Pregnancy
-mentions the pregnancy being an accident

after third trimester
In her third trimester
if the pregnancy was weeks in

Illustrative Items
If the cause of pregnancy was due to
unprotected sex
If having an abortion becomes the alternative
to safe sex
Accident
If we unexpectedly got pregnant
Due to accidental pregnancy
If it was not a planned baby
We did not expect the pregnancy
Thought it was a mistake

B. Question Number 18
What are the top three reasons you would consider it to be acceptable for your partner to
have an abortion?
4. Mother/Woman

Illustrative Items

4.01 Financial Reasons
-mentions financial reasons as a circumstance

Can’t physically support a baby
If we cannot afford the child
She was unable to raise the kid
Not financially ready
Financially unable to provide for the child
Unable to provide for the baby
Danger of harm to mother
Affecting my girlfriends health or well being
If childbirth would kill her
Threatens life of mother
If her life was in danger
Not ready

4.02 Health Risks
-mentions the health of the woman

4.03 Not Ready
-mentions the woman not being ready to have
a child
4.04 Unwanted Child
-mentions the child being unwanted
4.05 Bad Environment
-mentions that the child would be born into a
bad environment
4.06 Unstable Parents
- mentions the parents being too unstable to
raise a child

4.07 Other
-mentions anything that does not fit with the
other categories

4.08 Age
-mentions the age of the woman
4.09 Relationship Status
-mentions the relationship status woman

If I did not want the baby
If my partner didn’t want the baby
Her parents do not want her to have the baby
Life threatening environment
Not raising it in a healthy place

Drug Abuse
Partner is suicidal
Cheats
She is stressing and becoming depressed over
the situation
Emotionally unable to provide for the child
Religion
If we are still in school

too young
age
underage
she not married
we weren't together

4.10Both Agree

both are in favor
we both agree

-mentions that they both agree
5. Child/Fetus
5.01 Health Risks
- mentions the health of the child

5.02 Birth Defects
-mentions if the child will have a birth defect
5.03Stage of Pregnancy

Illustrative Items
Baby would not live once birthed
It was sick
Baby will be ill
The fetus does not have a heart beat
Birth defects
Disability
really early in the 9 months
her age of pregnancy

-mentions how far along in the pregnancy the
woman is

6. Situation
6.01 Rape
- mentions the woman becoming pregnant out
of rape

6.02Incest
-mentions the woman becoming pregnant out
of incest
6.03 Accidental Pregnancy
-mentions the pregnancy being an accident

Illustrative Items
Rape
Date rape
If she were raped
If she was raped
If my partner was raped by someone other
than me
Incest

unplanned pregnancy
if it was a mistake
unexpected

B. Question Number 19
What are the top three reasons you would consider it to be unacceptable for your partner
to have an abortion?
4. Mother/Woman

Illustrative Items

4.01 Her Choice
-mentions the decision being up to the woman

Again, I think it’s ultimately her decision
I would be supportive in her decision

4.02 Irresponsible
- mentions the woman becoming pregnant by
being irresponsible
4.03 Lazy/ Selfish
-mentions the woman being lazy or selfish

Promiscuity
Irresponsible choices
Carelessness
Being Dumb
Lazy
Won’t take care
Easy fix
Selfishness
If it was a selfish act, instead of considering
all possibilities

4.04 Alcohol
-mentions alcohol

Alcohol
Alcoholic

4.05 Financial Reasons
-mentions financial reasons

Finance
We can afford it
If I could afford it
If we made a significant investment in the
child
Didn’t think she could support a child
She cannot financially support it
We do not want it
If I do not want the child
If she did not want children
Not wanting a baby
Scared of baby
Does not want it
If I wanted the baby
It would probably be my child they are killing
I would want it to be delivered
If the male feels it is his responsibility and
should keep it

4.06 Unwanted Child
-mentions the child being unwanted

4.07 I want to keep the child
-mentions that they father or partner wants to
keep the child

4.08 Cheating
-mentions cheating as a reason

cheating

4.09 Religion
-mentions religion as a reason

Religion
Playing the role of God and taking the life
away

4.10 Other
-mentions anything that does not fit in with
any of the other categories

If she is older and mature
If they did not have logical reasoning
If they had someone take care of it
If they were unhealthy
By another partner

4.11Not ready

not ready
Scared

-mentions not being ready
4.12Relationship Status
-mentions the relationship status of the
woman
4.13Just Because
-mentions having no reason
4.14Body

we broke up
she didn't want it cause we were not married
she married
single mom
just because
for hell of it
just for the heck of it
will get fat
she didn't want to get fat

-mentions the woman not wanting to change
her body
4.15Murder

murderer
killing unborn baby

-mentions the abortion would be considered
murder
5. Child/Fetus
5.01Birth Defects
-mentions if the child will have a birth defect

Illustrative Items
If she found out the baby had a defect or
disorder
Baby is mentally challenged

-mentions anything that does not fit in with
any of the other categories

The fetus would have a say in experiencing
life
Fetus has a heart beat
If the fetus were viable

6. Situation
6.01Consensual Sex

Illustrative Items
We had sex

5.02Other

- mentions that the woman became pregnant
from consensual sex

6.02Unprotected Sex
- mentions the woman becoming pregnant
from unprotected sex
6.03Accidental Pregnancy
-mentions the pregnancy being an accident

Unsafe sex
If she did not use contraceptives
She did not want to use a condom in the first
place
Accident
If it was simply and accident
If we did not expect the pregnancy
Unplanned between us
Unplanned pregnancy

Question Number 20
Under what circumstances would you want your partner to have an abortion?
4. Mother/Woman
Illustrative Items
4.01 Relationship Status
-mentions the relationship status of the
woman

Any circumstance in which I do not believe I
will be with her forever
If we were not together and the pregnancy
was the result of a onetime thing

4.02 Unwanted Child
- mentions the child being unwanted
4.03 Not Ready
-mentions not being ready to have a child

If I did not want the baby
If my partner did not want the baby
If we both agree we are not yet suitable to
raise a child
If she truly felt like she could not handle it
(even if she was raped, I would still be
supportive if she wanted us to raise the baby)
If we could not provide for it
If we cannot afford the child
Not enough money to have a kid
We were not able to provide for the basic
needs of the child
If it endangers her health
If it would save her life
She could potentially die during birth
If her life was in danger
If giving birth would kill her
If she got pregnant unexpectedly
If the kid was mine

4.04 Financial Reasons
-mentions financial reasons as a circumstance

4.05 Health Risks
-mentions the health of the woman

4.06 Other
-mentions anything that does not fit in with
any of the other categories
4.07Age
-mentions age

5. Child/Fetus
5.01Health Risks

too young
teenage Mom
It happened while we were too young.

Illustrative Items
If it was sick
the baby is already dead

-mentions health of the child
5.02Birth Defects
-mentions if the child will have a birth defect

If the child will be born with extremely
difficult birth defect
severe child defects
major birth defect

5.03Other
-mentions anything that does not fit in with
any of the other categories
6. Situation
6.01 Rape
- mentions that the woman becoming
pregnant out of rape
6.02 Accidental Pregnancy
-mentions the pregnancy being an accident

Artificially inseminate by an alien being hellbent on the destruction of mankind
The baby was early in the developmental
process.
Illustrative Items
Rape
If she were raped
If she was raped
If she had been raped
if she got pregnant unexpectedly
if it was an accident

B. Question Number 21
Under what circumstances would not want your partner to not have an abortion?
4. Mother/Woman
Illustrative Items
4.01 Relationship Status
-mentions the relationship status of the
woman

If we were married/ engaged
If I was married to the woman
If we were in a committed relationship
I would want to be a part of the decision, if
marriage was soon in the future and we
planned on spending our lives together why
have one.
We broke up

4.02 Unwanted Child
- mentions the child being unwanted

If she just didn't want to have a child
If she just didn't want the child

4.03 Financial Reasons
-mentions financial reasons as a circumstance

4.04 My Child
-mentions the child being his

If we feel like we can handle the child
We can take care of the baby
If she is not financially stable
If I believe we can make it work and raise
this child in a good healthy household
If I could support it financially
If I could afford the baby
If I got her pregnant
If it was mine

4.05 Not Ready
-mentions the woman not being ready to have
a child

If she did not feel that she was at a good point
in her life to raise a child
If it was “too soon”

4.06 Other

If she had sex with another person
Promiscuity
Like I said if she were doing it only to spite
me
If we feel like we can handle the child
if I believe we could make it work
If we are ready to have kids
if I wanted the baby
wanting to have a child
planned the pregnancy
cause they planned it ahead of having sex

-mentions anything that does not fit in with
any of the other categories
4.07 Ready
-mentions being ready to have a child
4.08Wanted Child
-mentions the child being wanted

5. Child/Fetus
5.01Birth Defects
-mentions the child having birth defects
5.02Stage of Pregnancy
-mentions how far along in the pregnancy the
woman is

6. Situation
6.01 Accidental Pregnancy
-mentions the pregnancy being an accident

Illustrative Items
If we found out the child would have a defect
Disability
The child had a disorder/abnormality
Third trimester
If she waited too long to have it done.
after first trimester

Illustrative Items
Accident
Accidental pregnancy
If it was an accident
Mistake
If the condom just happened to break

Specific C (24-27)
Women’s Responses
C. Question Number 24
Under what circumstances would you consider having an abortion?
4. Mother/Woman
Illustrative Items
4.01 Has had one
-mentions the woman has already had an
abortion

I have had one
Had one- it destroyed me

4.02 Age
- mentions the age of the woman

I would consider it if I was under the age of
16
If I got pregnant at my current age and place
in life
I was too young
If I got pregnant at a young age by someone
that I did not know (one night stand)
If I had a random hook up with someone

4.03 One Night Stand
-mentions the pregnancy being from a one
night stand
4.04 Education
-mentions education as a circumstance

4.05 Unwanted Child
-mentions the child being unwanted
4.06 Not Ready/ Unstable
-mentions the woman not being ready to raise
a child
4.07 Financial Reasons
-mentions financial reasons as a circumstance

If it prevented me from graduating college
and earning money so that I may support a
child in the future
If I got pregnant while I was in school
If I get pregnant before I am done with
schooling
I hadn’t finished school
If I hadn’t finished college yet
If I got pregnant in high school
If it would get in the way of my education
If I were pregnant and did not want the child

If I wasn’t ready to have a child
If my life was unstable

If I knew I was not able to raise the baby
Felt I could not care for the child
When I do not have the ability to rare a child
I didn’t think I could support it myself
Not financially stable
Finances
If I was financially unable to support the child

4.08 Health Risks
-mentions the health of the woman

4.09 Relationship Status
-mentions the relationship status of the
woman
4.10 Other
-mentions anything that does not fit in with
any of the other categories

If the pregnancy jeopardized my life
If I was at risk
If my health was at risk
Mother of fetus in danger
If my life was in danger due to the pregnancy
If having the baby would kill me
Am not in a relationship with the father
If I was not planning on spending my life
with that person
If the baby was not going to live a normal or
near normal life
Could not find a family to adopt it
Mental instability
Life events

5. Child/Fetus
5.01 Birth Defects
-mentions if the child will have a birth defect
5.02Health Risks
-mentions the health of the child

Illustrative Items
If I knew the child would have birth defects

6. Situation
6.01 Rape
-mentions the woman becoming pregnancy
out of rape

Illustrative Items
Rape
If I was raped
If I was forced into sex
If I had been raped
If I became pregnancy because of rape
If there was incest

6.02 Incest
-mentions the woman becoming pregnant out
of incest
6.03Accidental Pregnancy
-mentions the pregnancy being an accident

If I knew that my child was at risk
Fetus in danger
If the child’s life was threatened
If the child wouldn’t survive

early accidental without a partner
if it was unplanned
accidental pregnancy
Failed contraception

C. Question Number 25
Under what circumstances would you consider keeping a pregnancy to term?
4. Mother/Woman
Illustrative Items
4.01 Relationship Status
-mentions the relationship status of the
woman

4.02 Wanted Child
- mentions the child being wanted

4.03 Financial Reasons
-mentions financial reasons as a circumstance

4.04 Ready
-mentions the woman is ready to raise a child

4.05 Age
-mentions the age of the woman

4.06 Irresponsible
- mentions the woman being irresponsible/
needs to take responsibility
4.07 Adoption
-mentions adoption
4.08 Other
-mentions anything that does not fit in with
any of the other categories

If I was married
In a strong relationship
If I was in a stable, long-term relationship
and was comfortable monetarily
If I was in a somewhat of a relationship
If I was in a stable relationship
Have a partner
If I had it with someone I love
Because I wanted to have a child
If I decided I wanted to have a child
If I planned the baby
I was wanting to start a family
Desire to have a child
If I was financially stable
Financially ready
I was stable in life
If I could support the child I would keep it
In a good place in my life
If I was mature and ready to be a fit mother
If I was ready for a child
If I'm ready to start a family
If it was the right time
If I thought I was ready to be a parent
If I were older
If I got pregnant at my age now
If I was older
I’m of age to want to keep it
If I didn’t use protection and was being
careless
Not being responsible by not using protection
Dealing with the mistakes I made and taking
responsibility
If I found parents to adopt and could actually
do it
If I could give it up for adoption
If I knew I had support from friends and
family
If the sex was condoned
I’m not sure what this is asking
If it comprises the mother’s life-like living
and breathing
It’s my choice and my responsibility

4.09Support
-mentions having support

4.10Education
-mentions education as a reason
4.11Health Risks
-mentions the health of the woman

5 Child/Fetus
5.01 Birth Defects
-mentions the child having birth defects

5.02 Health Risks
-mentions the health of the child

6. Situation
6.01 Became Pregnant
-mentions the woman becoming pregnant

6.02 Accidental Pregnancy
-mentions the pregnancy being an accident
6.03Rape
-mentions rape
6.04Other

I knew I had the support from friends and
family
If the father of the child is able to help raise
the child--if not, family members are able to
help until she is able to live on her own.
had support to raise a child
spouse/family support
After I have graduated
had completed college
at least out of school
graduated
If it comprises the mother’s life-like living
and breathing
being healthy
as long as I was healthy, I would keep the
pregnancy
If I was healthy and capable of carrying the
baby
Illustrative Items
If I were told my child would have birth
defects or disabilities, but knew that he/she
would be able to life a somewhat normal life
without too much suffering.
had down syndrome
I would keep a pregnancy to term for any
reason if the infant(s) were healthy
healthy child
if it's a healthy baby
Illustrative Items
Getting pregnant
If I were to get pregnant I would keep the
baby
If I were to get pregnant, no matter the
circumstances, I would keep the pregnancy to
term.
If I happened to get pregnant
An unintended pregnancy
If the pregnancy was unintended
if I was raped
un-protected sex

-mentions anything that does not fit with any
of the other categories
Any sex with consent
6.05Consensual Sex
- mentions the pregnancy being an outcome of if I had consensual sex with my boyfriend
leading to a child
consensual sex
I would keep any pregnancy that involved me
willing giving consent
willingly had sex and the baby was conceived

C. Question Number 26
What are the top three reasons you would consider having an abortion?
4. Mother/Woman

Illustrative Items

4.01 Education
-mentions education as a reason

Education
Had not finished school yet
Single mother, not out of school
Finishing college/ career
In College still
Finishing school

4.02 Life Goals
- mentions wanting to focus on goals
4.03 Health Risks
-mentions the health of the woman

Maintain my goals
Too into my career
If my health is in hard
Threatening the mother’s life
The baby puts my health at risk
It would danger my health and well being
Detrimental to my health
Not prepared
Not ready
If I wasn't ready
Timing
If I did not know the father (one night
stand)
If I did not know the father
Not knowing who the father is
Relationship
Not in a stable relationship
No partner
I’m not spending my life with that person
If I were unmarried and pregnant
Life events
Further, negative life events
finance
finances
financial reasons
occupation
inability to provide care

4.04 Not Ready
-mentions the woman not being ready to raise
a child
4.05 Relationship with the Father
-mentions her relationship with the father

4.06 Relationship Status
-mentions the woman’s relationship status

4.07 Life Events
-mentions life events as a reason
4.08 Financial Reasons
-mentions financial reasons as a circumstance

4.09 Mental Stability
-mentions the mental stability of the woman
4.10 Age

Mental instability
If I’m not emotionally stable to have a kid
Age
Underage

-mentions the age of the woman
4.11 Support
-mentions support from others
4.12 Other
-mentions anything that does not fit in with
any of the other categories

4.13Unwanted Child
-mentions the child being unwanted
4.14Bad Living conditions
-mentions the child being born into bad living
conditions

5. Child/Fetus
5.01Health Risks
-mentions the health of the child

5.02Birth Defects
-mentions the child having a birth defect

5.03Other
- mentions anything that does not fit in with
any of the other categories

6. Situation
6.01 Rape
-mentions the woman becoming pregnancy
out of rape
6.02 Incest

Young age
Too young
Support
Not have to rely on my parents for help
Parents are too strict and get kicked out &
have nowhere to go
Couldn't control the situation
Stupidity
Lack of knowledge
Embarrassment
Raised by a family
Parents making me have one
did not want a child at that time
didn't want it
I don't want a child
The father did not want the child
poor living conditions
unsafe environment at home
it would have un fit living

Illustrative Items
If the child will die because I give birth to it
If the child was in danger
The baby's life is in danger
If my child is dying
Fetus in danger
Birth defects
If the baby had a life threatening disability
If I were pregnant and my child might have a
debilitating genetic defect
Disabled baby
If the baby was not going to live a normal or
near normal life

Illustrative Items
Rape
Only rape
Rape is the only case
None other than rape
Conceived from assault
Incest

-mentions the woman becoming pregnant out
of incest
6.03Accidental Pregnancy
-mentions the pregnancy being an accident
6.04Other
-mentions anything that does not fit with any
of the other categories

Not intended
Accident
Accident
Accidental pregnancy
Random hook up
if I got pregnant
one night stand

C. Question Number 27
What are the top three reasons you would not consider having an abortion?
4. Mother/Woman
Illustrative Items
4.01 Has had one
-mentions the woman has already had an
abortion

I have had one

4.02 Murder
- mentions that having an abortion would be
murder

Its murder
Belief that life begins with conception.
There's nothing more than that.
It's a life, you made it, it’s part of YOU
I don’t want to kill an innocent life
Personally I don’t believe in killing another
human
There is a life inside of me; I created it
it is a human life
Wrong
Not acceptable
Morally wrong
It’s cruel
ABORTION is wrong and the only reason to
have one is if you are raped
Against my belief
My beliefs
Beliefs about life
Moral
Morals and Beliefs
It's against my political and religious beliefs
Political
Religion
Religious beliefs
I believe that having children’s is god’s gift
The demands from the church
Psalm 139:13
Romans 5:8
John 4:8
I can’t afford to take care of the child
No job
Ruining my job
Financially stable
Had the means
I would not if I had a stable income and
support
Financially ability

4.03 It’s Wrong
-mentions that having an abortion would be
wrong

4.04 Against my Belief’s
-mentions that having an abortion would be
against their beliefs

4.05 Religion
-mentions religion as a reason

4.07 Financial Reasons
-mentions financial reasons

4.08 Adoption
-mentions adoption

4.09 Ready
-mentions the woman being ready to raise a
child
4.10 Not Ready
-mentions the woman not being ready to raise
a child
4.11 Health Risks
-mentions the health of the woman
4.12 Support
-mentions support from others

4.13 Family
-mentions family

4.14 Relationship Status
-mentions the relationship status of the
woman

4.15 Father/ Partner
-mentions the father or partner

4.16 Age

Adoption
People can adopt
I would consider adoption before an abortion
Possibly adoption consideration
Adoption is a better alternative to abortion if
I didn't want the baby
Lack of money: there's always resources or
adoption available
If I knew I could raise the baby
If I can take care of it on my own
I honestly have no idea. Guess if I was
prepared to care for the child.
Capable
If I wasn’t ready to have a child
Not being ready for a child
Would depend on where I was in life
Depending on where I was in life
I would never have an abortion unless it was
one of my only options to live
Mom is healthy
If I was healthy
Family support
I have a good support network
I have family support to help with the baby
If I could find support from my family
If I could find support from the child’s father
My family
My family
My family would be mad at me
Parents disapproving
My parents
If my parents were supportive
Married
Committed relationship
If I was with someone I love
We were in a stable relationship
I am in a happy marriage
If I had a husband who would stand by me
My spouse wanted the baby
The father’s opinion
If my partner didn’t want me to have it
I did not like the father
To hurt the father
I am too young
If I were over a certain age

-mentions the age of the woman

Being of age to actually have family
Age
4.17 Wanted child
If I wanted the pregnancy
Desire to have a child
-mentions the child being wanted
It’s a wanted child
I want to be a mother
Planned
Wanting to start a family
4.18 Unwanted Child
Just because I don’t want one
That I just didn’t want a kid
-mentions the child being unwanted
I don’t want the child
4.19 Taking Responsibility
Suffer my consequences
It is human from conception, you decided to
-mentions the woman taking responsibility
have sex, and you need to take up your
responsibility
I am responsible
Having a baby will change your life in a way
to become more responsible
It was a consequence that I knew was possible
so I should take responsibility
4.20 Emotional Issues
Well it would be hard and emotional
Future mental health
-mentions the woman having emotional issues I would feel guilty
It would be on my mind forever
Potential emotional distress
4.21 Social Reasons
Social stigma
Was embarrassed of pregnancy
-mentions social reasons
Would not want people to know
The nuns that stand outside and protest
judging me
Disapproving peers
The demands from society
4.22 Selfish
Because of myself being selfish
Selfishness
-mentions the woman being selfish
Not wanting a change in my
4.23 My Child
Because it was my child
- mentions he child being theirs
The baby was mine
Its life
4.24 Other
Motivation to prove people wrong that having
a baby is not a mistake
-mentions anything that does not fit with any
Just because
of the other categories
It was my choice to make this baby
Race/ ethnicity
Carelessness
still in school
4.25 Education
Because I am going through college
- mentions education as a reason

If it happened while I’m a student
If I was out of school
it’s part of YOU
4.26 Love/ Part of me
-mentions love for the child or that the child is The baby is a part of me
had the baby out of love
a part of them
love for my unborn child
5. Child/Fetus
5.01Health Risks
-mentions the health of the child
5.02Birth Defects
-mentions the child having a birth defect
5.03Other
-mentions anything that does not fit with the
other categories
5.04Life
-mentions that the child is considered a life
5.05Right to Live
-mentions that they child has the right to live

5.06Stage of Pregnancy
-mentions how far along in the pregnancy the
woman is

Illustrative Items
Fetus healthy
If the baby is born healthy
The baby was healthy
Child with a disability
Disability
Every child is a blessing. I would never
consider having an abortion because I would
love my child with all of my heart from day
one.
It's life
It's a life, you made it
It is human from conception
All life is precious
I believe every baby deserves a chance to live
I think every baby deserves a chance at life
the unborn child deserves to have a life like
the mother does
If it was my mistake, the child shouldn't have
to suffer
If I found out too late to terminate at the
recommended stage in the pregnancy I would
forego the procedure.
too far into the pregnancy

6. Situation
6.01 Rape
-mentions the woman becoming pregnancy
out of rape

Illustrative Items
Rape
If I was raped

6.02 Accidental Pregnancy
-mentions the pregnancy being an accident

If it was unplanned
Unexpected pregnancy
Unintended pregnancy

6.03Other
-mentions anything that does not fit with any
of the other categories

Random hook up
Safe Sex

6.04 Unprotected Sex
- mentions the woman becoming pregnant
from unprotected sex

If I didn't use protection
Unsafe sex

General Codes D (22,23)
Men’s Responses
D. Question Number 22
When deciding whether or not you think your partner should have an abortion, whose
opinion would have the most influence on you? List all relevant individuals.
Category
Description
Examples
1. No Ones Else’s
This code would be anything
No one else's opinion would matter
that mentions that no one
No one's it would be up to me and my
else’s opinion would influence partner
them.
2. My Own

This code would be anything
that mentions that only their
own opinion would matter.

My own
Mine
Myself
My mind set
My own opinion for the most part

3. Parents

This code would be anything
that mentions parents.

Parents
Both sets of parents
My parents
Her parents
The parents after mine and her opinion

4. Mom

This code would be anything
that mentions their mother.

5. Father

This code would be anything
that mentions their father.

Mom
Mother
My mother
Spouses mother
My father
Dad

6. Family

This code would be anything
that mentions Family.

7. Siblings

This code would be anything
that mentions siblings.
This code would be anything
that mentions grandparents
This code would be anything
that mentions their partner’s
opinion.

8. Grandparents
9. My Partners

Family
Partner’s family
Family members
Any supporting figure outside of her
immediate family
Siblings
Grandparents
My partner
Hers
Hers after mine
The woman
To some degree her own
My spouse
Only my partner

10. Friends

This code would be anything
that mentions friends

11. Religion

This code would be anything
that mentions religion.

12. Doctor’s

This code would be anything
that mention the doctor
opinion.
This code would be anything
Mentor
that does not fit with any of the A person that had an abortion for the right
categories of the other codes.
reasons
If she was raped

13. Other

Friends
My friends
Close friends
My close friends
The church
God
The bible
Pastor
Doctor’s
Doctor

D. Question Number 23
If you and your partner’s decision about whether or not to have an abortion differed from
those mentioned above, what do you think some of the resulting consequences of the
decision might be?
Category
Description
Examples
1. No Change
This code would be anything
I think my parents would love me regardless
that mentions that there would I would still do what me and my partner are
be no change, it’s their
comfortable doing
decision.
They would not change
We have to live with our decisions as a
couple and if friends or family do not agree it
is completely irrelevant
It would not because the decision is not
theirs
2. Her Choice
This code would be anything
I think it is her body and she can do what
that mentions that in the end
she wants with it but I would much rather
the decision is hers.
prefer for her to not have an abortion.
I'd think about both viewpoints for a bit,
but ultimately I can only attempt to persuade
it's not my choice to make.
My partner would not have an abortion
She gets the final choice not me
3. Separation

4. Family Conflict or
Negative Outcome

5. Guilt/Regret

This code would be anything
that mentions a separation
between the couple.

Break up
I’d end the relationship
Maybe split up for a while
Separation and I would have to pay child
support
In the end its her choice, but we would no
longer be together if she chose to abort the
child
This code would be anything
Family problems
that mentions the result being a Possible family conflict
family conflict or negative
Loss of relationships
outcome.
No financial support or support in general
There would be argument, but anyone I will
be partners with will have similar views on
the subject
It could be extremely impactful with
egregiously negative repercussions.
This code would be anything
Living knowing that you took a life
that mentions guilt/regret.
Never ending guilt
Guilt
Nightmares

6. Other

This code would be anything
It could have been the next most
that does not fit with any of the successful person in the world.
categories of the other codes.
We would probably consider the changing of
opinion
Could prevent the female's body from
having another baby
Paying the consequence in after-life
I would seek advice from my parents, a
pastor, a professor, and most importantly, my
partner.
A child in foster care

Woman’s Responses D (28,29)
D. Question Number 28
When deciding whether or not you to have an abortion, whose opinion would have the
most influence on your decision? List all relevant individuals.
Category
Description
Examples
1. All
This code would be anything that
All
mentions that all opinions would
influence them.
2. Mom

This code would be anything that
mentions their mom’s opinion.

Mom
My mother
Mother
My stepmother

3. Dad

This code would be anything that
mentions their dad’s opinion.

4. Aunts/Uncles

This code would be anything that
mentions aunts and uncles.

Dad
My dad
My father
My stepfather
Aunts
Uncles

5. Parents

This code would be anything that
mentions parents.

6. Grandparents

This code would be anything that
mentions grandparents.

7. Siblings

This code would be anything that
mentions siblings.

8. Family

This code would be anything that
mentions family.

9. Partner

This code would be anything that
mentions their partner’s opinion.

10. Father of the
Child

Th. is code would be anything that
mentions the father of the child

Parents
My parents
My partners parents
Both sets of grandparents
Grandmother
Siblings
Brother
My twin brother
My sister
Sisters
Family
My family
My families
Close family
Partner
My partners
It would be my husband
My spouse
My significant other
My boyfriend
Father of the child
Father of the baby
Baby’s father
The man involved
Probably the baby daddy

11. My Own

This code would be anything that
mentions their own opinion.

12. Friends

This code would be anything that
mentions friend’s opinions.

13. Religion

This code would be anything that
mentions religion.

14. Health
Professional

This code would be anything that
mentions a health professional
opinion.

15. Other

This code would be anything that
does not fit with any of the
categories of the other codes.

The man I was having the baby with
Me
Myself
My own
My beliefs
My own opinion
Friends
My friends
Best friend
Close fiends
God
God’s opinions
Church members
My pastors
A doctor
Doctor
A physician
The health practitioner
The baby’s
Society

D. Question Number 29
If your decision whether or not to have an abortion differed from those mentioned above,
what do you think some of the resulting consequences of your decision might be?
Category
Description
Examples
1. No Issues
This code would be anything that
None
mentions there would not be any
Nothing bad I believe
issues.
They do not differ
No consequence
None it was my decision
It is only up the person having the
abortion. No one else. There should be
no pressure from anyone
2. Keep the child
This code would be anything that
I would ultimately have to come to a
mentions that they would keep the
conclusion with the father of the baby,
child.
but I would probably keep the baby
To keep it
3. Might Change
my Mind

This code would be anything that
mentions that they might change
their mind.

4. They would
Support Me

This code would be anything that
mentions that those people would
support them.

5. Judged

This code would be anything that
mentions that they would be
judged.

6. They would be
Angry

This code would be anything that
mentions they would be angry or
there would be fighting.

I could change my mind
They could have an influence on my
decision instead of making my own
decision.
I think that they would support me for
my reasons to get it or not.
They would still support my decision.
Maybe not at the beginning but they
would come to accept my decision.
My grandmother would support me
regardless.
They would be by my side the entire
time and would be more than willing to
help me raise the child.
I think that my fiancé would support me
in what choice I made.
I might be judged by society but it is
my body and decision so I will just have
to live with my choices.
Social Isolation
Social stigma
Judgment
Social disapproval
Fighting
They would be mad
Arguments
Tension between me and the people who
do not agree with my decision

Feeling everyone is against me
Shunning
In trouble
disown
Loss of family support
Potential loss of respect
My family might not support my
decision and that would cause conflict.
Not speak with family
Mental distress
Extra stress after the abortion
Mental health issues
Depression
Sadness
Psychological
Emotional

7. Loss of
Support/
Respect

This code would be anything that
mentions that they would lose
support or respect.

8. Mental Issues

This code would be anything that
mentions mental issues.

9. Guilt/ Shame/
Regret

This code would be anything that
mentions guilt, shame, or regret.

Guilt
Shame
Regret
Longing for that child back
Nightmares
I think it would haunt me if I chose to
get one. I couldn't live with myself.
If I choose to have an abortion, I think I
would experience extreme guilt and
depression

10. Disappointment

This code would be anything that
mentions disappointment.

Disappointed
Disappointment
My mother would be disappointed of
the early aged pregnancy
Disappointment from family members
Disappointed parents

11. Doubt/ Scared

This code would be anything that
mentions having doubt or being
scared.

Doubt
Doubt
Fear
Scared
Nervous
I would feel very conflicted and
confused, but ultimately I think it would
be up to me and the father.

12. Damage to
Relationships

This code would be anything that
mentions that there would be
damage to relationships.

13. Support the
child on my
own

This code would be anything that
mentions that they would be on
their own to support the child.

14. Other

This code would be anything that
does not fit with any of the
categories of the other codes.

15. Education

This code would be anything that
mentions education

Stress in the relationship
Separation
Loss of partner
Loss of relationship
Ruined relationships
Loss of relationships
Having the baby and find a way to
support the baby...
Take care of the baby (not let my
mother take the responsibility)
Maybe 2 jobs and going to school at the
same time
Find a place to live or if my mother is
alright letting us stay with her till we are
able to find a place
I would be on my own
Raising the baby alone
I would probably listen to my mother
Not having everlasting life
I would take in to consideration what a
doctor would say.
I would not have an abortion
I’d quit school I believe
Parents
Friends
I’d quit school.
Dropping out of college
There could be many consequences such
as dropping out of school, but God is in
control

Appendix C
Survey Instrument

Elicitation Survey for Abortion Complexity
1. At your last birthday, how old were you?
2. What gender do you identify as?
Male
Female
Transgender
Other
3. What is your highest level of education completed?
_____ Did not complete high school
_____ High School
_____ Some College
_____ Associates Degree
_____ Bachelors Degree
_____ Some graduate school
_____ Masters Degree
_____ Law Degree
_____ PhD
_____ MD
4. What is your current employment status?
Employed out of the house
Employed in the home
Full time care-giver
Student
Unemployed
Other, please describe

5. What race/ethnicity do you primarily identify as?
_____ Asian or Asian American
_____ Black or African American
_____ Hispanic or Latino
_____ White or Caucasian
_____ Middle eastern or Middle eastern American
_____ Native American or Alaskan Native
_____ Bi- or multiracial
_____ Other (Please specify) ___________

6. Which of the following best describes your sexual orientation?
Heterosexual/straight
Homosexual/Gay/Lesbian
Bisexual
Unsure/Questioning
Other, please describe
7. Which of the following best describes your current relationship status?
Single and not actively dating
Single and dating
In a relationship
Married
Divorced
Widowed
Another relationship, please describe
8. Which political party to most strongly identify with?
_____
Republican
_____

Democratic

_____

Independent

_____

Green

_____

None of the above, please describe_______________

_____

I do not identify with a political party.

9. How do you identify in terms of abortion?
_____
Pro-choice
_____

Pro-life

_____

Some other identification. Please describe: _____________________

_____

I do not know.

10. What is your religious affiliation?
_____ Agnostic
_____ Atheist
_____ Assemblies of God
_____ Baptist
_____ Born-again Christian
_____ Buddhism
_____ Catholic
_____ Church of Christ (Churches of Christ)
_____ Episcopalian/Anglican
_____ Evangelical
_____ Hinduism
_____ Islam/Muslim
_____ Jehovah’s Witness
_____ Jewish
_____ Latter-day Saints/Mormon
_____ Lutheran
_____ Methodist/Wesleyan
_____ Native American Religion

_____ Nazarene
_____ Orthodox Christian
_____ Pentecostal
_____ Presbyterian
_____ Scientology
_____ Seventh Day Adventist
_____ Unitarian
_____ Other (Please specify ________)
_____ None

11. If you identified a religious preference above (question 1), how strong is your affiliation with the
above mentioned preference?
_____ Very Strong
_____ Somewhat strong
_____ Neither strong not weak
_____ Somewhat weak
_____Very Weak

9.
a)
b)
c)

Do you believe that women should have access to safe, legal abortion?
Yes
No
I don’t know

10. Please explain why or why not.

11. Under what circumstances do you believe women should have access to safe, legal abortion?

12. Under what circumstances do you believe that women should NOT have access to safe, legal
abortion?

13. What are the top three most acceptable reasons for a woman to seek an abortion?

14. What are the top three most unacceptable reasons for a woman to seek an abortion?

WOMEN ONLY: (only those who indicated they were a woman in the question pertaining to gender will
be shown these question)
24. Under what circumstances would you consider having an abortion?

25. Under what circumstances would you consider keeping a pregnancy to term?

26. What are the top three reasons you would consider having an abortion?

27. What are the top three reasons you would not consider having an abortion?

28. When deciding whether or not you to have an abortion, whose opinion would have the most
influence on your decision? List all relevant individuals.

29. If your decision whether or not to have an abortion differed from those mentioned above, what do
you think some of the resulting consequences of your decision might be?

MEN ONLY: (only those who indicated they were a man in the question pertaining to gender will be
shown these question)

15. Under what circumstances would you be supportive of your partner getting an abortion?

17. Under what circumstances would you not be supportive of your partner getting an abortion?

18. What are the top three reasons you would consider it to be acceptable for your partner to have
an abortion?

19. What are the top three reasons you would consider it to be unacceptable for your partner to
have an abortion?

20. Under what circumstances would you want your partner to have an abortion?

21. Under what circumstances would not want your partner to not have an abortion?

22. When deciding whether or not you think your partner should have an abortion, whose opinion
would have the most influence on you? List all relevant individuals.

23. If you and your partner’s decision about whether or not to have an abortion differed from those
mentioned above, what do you think some of the resulting consequences of the decision might be?
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